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O CWap-up
MAHATHI R SLAMS WESTERN ATTEMPTS TO DOM NATE MUSLI M5 AS SUMM T ENDS

By: Shakir Husain

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 18 (Bernanmm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad strongly denounced the Western countries for continuously trying to
dominate the world's 1.3 billion Mislinms as an historic sunmit of Islamic
| eaders concl uded here on Friday.

Mahat hir hit back at the critics of his opening speech to the 10th
Organisation of the Islamc Conference (OC) summit on Thursday in which he
said that the Jews ruled the world by proxy because they dom nated the
worl d's powerful Western countries.

Hi s speech drew criticismin |Israel, Europe, the United States and
Australia, where Mahathir's coments were described as anti-Jew.

Speaki ng at a news conference after chairing the sumrit in this federal
adm nistrative capital, Dr Mhathir said:

"Are we not allowed at all to criticise the Jews if they do things
whi ch are w ong?"

He said the Israelis were involved in terrorismin Palestine as they
practised a policy of destroying honmes and killing nany people in revenge
for any Pal estinian attack agai nst |srael.

Dr Mahathir blaned the "European Jewi sh problem for the creation of
the state of Israel, saying that before the Jewi sh state's existence,
Muslims |lived peacefully with Jews.

He said that nost of the Wstern | eaders were biased agai nst Mislins
and wanted to recol onise them

"Most of them are biased. Not all, nost of them And they feel that
while it is proper to criticise Muslinse and Arabs it is not proper to
criticise Europeans and Jews.

"Apparently they think they are privileged people, but we don't think
he sai d.

The prine mnister said that while colonialism nmight have ended, the
former colonial powers had resorted to adopting new direct and indirect
ways of domni nati on.

The Islamic sumrit with the thene "Know edge and Morality for the
Progress of the Ummah" issued a communi que expressing support for
Pal estinians living under Israeli mlitary occupation.

They expressed solidarity with Syria and Lebanon anmd Israeli mlitary
aggression and denounced the US Congress Accountability Act to inpose
unil ateral sanction on Syria.

The sumrit adopted the Putrajaya Declaration which spells out the new
way forward for the Muslimworld.

Cl ose cooperation in econonmcs, trade, science and technology field
were anong the pl edges nade by the O C | eaders.

The | eaders promi sed to restructure and revitalise the OC to make it
nore in tune with nmodern tines to better serve the unmah.

The prine mnister, who is stepping dow at the end this nonth,
received a certificate of nerit fromthe O C in recognition of his
out standi ng, substantive and effective contribution towards serving the
Musl i ns.

Mal aysia will lead the OC for three years until the next sumit in
Senegal in 2006.
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SKH AZZ JK

SO,



	MAHATHIR SLAMS WESTERN ATTEMPTS TO DOMINATE MUSLIMS AS SUMMIT ENDS (Bernama 17/10/2003)

