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NATI ON PAYS TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R AND PAK LAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Fromthe north to the south,

Mal aysi ans fromall wal ks of life are planning various ways to pay tribute
to outgoing Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his
successor, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badaw .

I n KANGAR, a banner, neasuring 2.5kmw th sonme 65, 000 signatures of
students and teachers across Perlis, will be handed to Dr Mahathir on
Thur sday, before he hands over the Prem ership to Abdul |l ah.

When putting down his signature today, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Shahi dan Kassi msai d he woul d personally hand the banner to the Prine
M nister in his capacity as Menteri Besar and Perlis Education Portfolio
chai r man.

The signatures were a synbol of gratitude towards the | eadership
service, sacrifices and struggles of Dr Mahathir, he said, adding that
other gifts by the Perlis people would be given after the Premer's
retiremnent.

In PENANG the succession of the State's favourite son to the
Prem ership on Saturday will be celebrated in a riot of colours.

State Umo Liaison Deputy Chairman Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya said 10, 000
peopl e woul d await Abdullah's arrival at the Bayan Lepas | nternational
Airport at 3.45pmwhen he is expected to give his first address as Prine
M ni ster.

Abdul I ah woul d al so be acconpani ed on a public procession fromthe
airport to the Penang Bridge and escorted by 1,000 hi gh- powered notorcycl es
to his nother's house in Kepala Batas for a breaking of fast cerenony with
his famly

In BUKIT MERTAJAM teachers and students of Sekol ah Kebangsaan
Mengkuang signed a six metres by three netres banner, with the words " Thank
you to Dr Mfor successfully raising the dignity of the race and country”
in conjunction with a programme to commenorate the Prime Mnister.

Headnmast er Hashi m Abdul | ah said the programe al so i ncl uded
conmpetitions to create Dr Mahathir's scrapbook, biography and post cards,
el ocution and essay contests and a poetry reading conpetition.

"We will also gather all the students to listen to the Prine Mnister's
final speech this Thursday (in Parlianment) on televisions in the view ng
room and school canteen,” he said.

In MELAKA, the 4B Youth is also collecting signatures to mark the
Mel aka people's gratitude towards Dr Mahathir's 22 years of service as
Prime Mnister.

Its deputy chai rman, Hassan Abd Rahman, said the 100m banner had been
pl aced at the Mel aka International Trade Centre in Air Keroh to allowthe
public to put down their signatures.

"To date, some 6,000 signatures have been coll ected and many nore
peopl e can still sign before Thursday, as the banner will be handed to Dr
Mahat hir during a gathering at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre on that day,"
he sai d.

The banner will be handed over by Ml aka Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd
Al'i Rustam as Mal aysi an 4B Yout h President.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the Confederation of Malay Students in the
Peni nsul a, which has 450, 000 nenbers nati onwi de, today expressed its
gratitude to Dr Mahathir as in his 22 years at Malaysia's helm he had
i npl ement ed vari ous changes to raise the dignity of Ml aysians, especially



i n education.

Its Secretary-Ceneral, Syed Anuar Syed Mbhanmad, said the inplenmentation
of the neritocracy policy and the use of English in Science and Mat hemati cs
had proved successful despite early criticism

Saying that the policies would continue to be a success even after Dr
Mahathir retired, he said the outgoing Premier's final wish to see unity
pronoted by strengtheni ng nati onal schools and vision schools would be
chanpi oned by Abdul | ah.

"W are confident and believe that unity should be instilled in
children and the vision school is the best formula for this,"” he said.

Syed Anuar said the Confederation would al so remenber all the advice
which it had been given by Dr Mahathir, who was its patron.
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