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Mahat hi r - Nat i ona
NATI ONAL SCHOOLS TO BE RESTRUCTURED, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that the national school systemw ||l be restructured to nmake such
school s nore attractive to all races.

The Prime M nister said the revanp woul d see national schools providing
curricula and subjects that catered adequately to all students.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the national schoo
system had been changed so nuch that it now | acked the characteristics of
nati onal school s.

"I't has been changed because they wi sh to enphasi se the characteristics
of Mal ayness; they wish to plant elenents of the Islamc religion in these
school s.

"Al'l national schools have becone Mal ay |slamc schools,” he said when
delivering a presidential addrress at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC)
her e.

About 5,000 Umo del egates fromthroughout the country attended the
special briefing, which was held to explain the governnment's nove to stop
financial aid to Sekol ah Aganma Rakyat (SAR).

Dr Mahathir said the nother tongues of non-Mal ays should be taught in
national schools but this was not foll owed, pronpting Chinese and I ndi ans
to reject national schools, which they considered to have been turned into
Mal ay school s and Islam c religious school s.

The situation was conpounded by the existence of certain restrictions
whi ch caused many non- Mal ay parents to send their children to national-type
school s (SJK), he said.

"Now we don't call it bahasa kebangsaan (national |anguage), we call it
bahasa Mel ayu. W have actually fertilised national-type schools, so nuch
so that there are thousands of students," he said.

Dr Mahathir said SJK, which at one tine had | ost their shine, had
becone popul ar agai n because national schools were deenmed unattractive.

He said the action of non-Malays in opting for SIK had enpti ed nationa
school s of non-Mal ays when they should be mixing with Muslins to know t hem
better.

"At least in a mlti-racial country, non-Mislins (should) get close to
Muslims to know that we are not terrorists,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said what was nore di sappointing was that these nationa
school s whi ch had beconme "Ml ay school s" had been rejected by the Ml ays
thensel ves, as many of their children had switched fromnational schools to
SAR

He said this happened al though SAR did not have quality, proper
syl labi, trained teachers and the characteristics of a school.

"Non- Mal ays shun national schools because they are too Ml ay and
I slam c, and Muslinms and Mal ays | eave national schools because they are
(consi dered) not Islanc enough,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the country required people who possessed w de
know edge, including in professional fields, and not just religious
know edge.

I f the people did not possess know edge other than that related to
religion, the country woul d beconme weak and coul d be easily oppressed, he
sai d.

"W want to provide adequate foundations; we want to give this in
nati onal schools together with know edge ot her than on the Islamc



religion," he said.

At a dialogue with the delegates later, Dr Mahathir said he received a
prelimnary report on the restructuring of national schools today but had
yet to read it

At a press conference later, Dr Mahathir said the revanp of the
national school systemwould not affect its inage to the extent of driving
away non- Musl i mstudents.

The change woul d be ained nore at inproving the teaching of Islanic
studi es at national schools and not to turn national schools into religious
school s, he said.

"W will increase | essons on Islamc religion which neet the
requirements of Islam but it will be done w thout jeopardising the inage
of national schools," he said.

Asked when the revanp woul d be effected, he said the governnment needed
sone tinme as the matter should be debated and i npl enented with care

"W want to ensure that the syllabus neets the requirenments of Islam
and we are | ooking at the nmodel in Johor...there are al so other nodel s and
proposal s," he said.

However, the government would try to settle this as soon as possible,
he sai d.

Asked if Umo was worried that the government's nove ni ght have a
negative inpact on the party in the next general election, he said: "It
will be worrisone to PAS because they want to preserve the school but we
want to preserve the teachings of Islam"

"So they are praying for the school, we are praying for Islam”

Asked on the proposed debate between Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister
Dat uk Seri Nazri Aziz and PAS Yout h deputy chief Sal ahuddin Ayub on SAR, Dr
Mahat hir said it woul d proceed.

"W want to see what PAS wants to lie about; we give thema chance and
we will record what they say," he said. The debate is scheduled to be held
on Sunday.

Asked on the successor to Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at,
whose termunder the rotation systemends this March 27, Dr Mahathir said
he woul d di scuss the matter with Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi .
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