14 FEB 2003
NUTP- Reshuffl e
NATI ONAL SCHOOL SYSTEM RESTRUCTURI NG WELCQOVED

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 14 (Bernama) -- The governnent's nove to reshuffle
the national school system to nmake it nore attractive to all races in the
country, is welconed by the National Union of the Teaching Profession.

NUTP secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subramani am said the nove was
timely and woul d encourage nore Chinese and Indian parents to send their
children to national schools.

"The curriculumrestructuring was inportant and it fulfilled parents’
expectations so they'll choose national schools for their children," he
tol d Bernana here today.

Si va suggested that national schools teach Chinese and Tami| | anguages
to attract people of other races. He said national schools should unite the
races and reflect the inter-racial harnony that existed in Ml aysian
soci ety.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad spoke on the need to
restructure the school curriculumin his briefing to 165 Umo division
| eaders here today.

Dr Mahathir said he did not want the Chinese and |ndians to shun
national schools for vernacul ar schools believing the forner to be only for
t he Mal ays and enphasi sed | sl ani c teachi ng.

The Prime M nister said he did not want for Ml ays to choose only the
Sekol ah Agama Rakyat for their children in the belief that religious
education at national schools were insufficient.

Dr Mahathir said yesterday that a new curriculumstructure would take
into account the needs of all students.

Penang M C chairman Datuk Dr K. Rajapathy said the restructing exercise
woul d benefit all races in the long run and help forge unity. The practise
of sending children of different races to diferent schools nmust end, he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Penang MCA chai rman Wbng Kam Hoong said this woul d reduce
raci al polarisation that current existed in schools. He said children of
different races in one school woul d encourage nultiracial interaction in
t he young.

Peopl e's Progressive Party president Datuk Dr Loga Bal a Mohan, who al so
wel coned the nove, said it would foster unity in children as they grow up.

However, he said priority nust be given to History as the subject would
teach children and create an awareness in them about the country's
devel oprent s.

Penang Gerakan Yout h chi ef Huan Cheng Guan said the school curricul um
restructuring would hel p the younger generation in realising Vision 2020.
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