25 JUL 2003
JAMALUDI N- BONDS
M SIA TO HOLD ROADSHOWS | N DUBAI FOR | SLAM C EURO BOND | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia would be hol di ng roadshows
in Dubai for the Euro 600 million Islamc bond it plans to issue during the
International Mnetary Fund and World Bank neeting in Septenber this year,
said Second Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Jamaludin Jarjis today.

Dr Jamal udin said the roadshow had been earlier scheduled for April but
was postponed as the situation was not suitable at that tinme due to the US
i nvasi on of Iraq.

The roadshow will involve the Mnistry of Finance, Bank Negara Ml aysia
and the Securities Conm ssion.

Dr Janml uddi n spoke to reporters after |aunching Bank |slam Ml aysi a
Bhd (BIMB)'s |atest product, Wahdah. The product was | aunched in
conjunction with BIMB's 20th anniversary.

On the Mal aysi a- Thai l and Technol ogy Busi ness Partnership Dial ogue, due
to be held in Langkawi this July 27 and 28, he said that anobng topics to be
di scussed at the neeting would be on the Asean bond narket whereby the use
of Islam c el enent woul d be suggested.

The event is expected to attended by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and his counterpart from Thailand, Dr Thaksin Shinawatra.

At the event today, Dr Janmaludin also urged BIMB to prepare itself for
the gl obal challenges by conming up with products of international standard
whi ch could pose conpetition to the foreign owned conventional banks.

He al so said that the bank should formstrategic ties with |ocal
universities so that their expertise could be synergised for the
introduction of Islamc products to the gl obal |evel.

Assets in the Islanmc banking systemas at end of May 2003 stood at
RW73.4 billion while deposits and financing stood at RV5.2 billion and
RWA1.3 billion respectively.

The nunber of banks currently offering Islanmic banking conprise two
I sl amic banks, 13 commercial banks, nine financial institutions, four
mer chant bankers and seven di scount conpani es. -- BERNAVA
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