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NEED FOR BUSI NESS COUNCI L I N NAM

By Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM, which
currently focuses on political and security issues, ought to have have a
parallel economic forumin the formof a business council to invigorate
busi ness | i nkages and boost private sector co-operation anong its 114
menber s.

More inmportantly, NAM countries could conme together and present an
united front on gl obal economc matters.

This is especially so, given the raw deal given to them by devel oped
nations in global trade and i nvestnent negoti ati ons.

Despite the abundant potential to take comercial ties to a
significantly higher plane since the NAM nenbership constitutes two-thirds
of the nenmbership in the United Nations, it is unfortunate that such
co-operation is very mnimal. This neans that the business comunities
within NAM are not very conscious of the opportunities available to them

Recently international trade and i ndustry m nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z spoke of the need for such a business council w thin NAM

Sunway Group corporate advisor Tan Sri Ranpbn Navaratnam in supporting
the proposal, said such a business council could foster nore nmeani ngful
Sout h- Sout h co-operati on.

Al this while NAM has been regarded as nore of a political novenent
and sone even say that it lacks the credentials to push econonic goals
anong nenbers or be socio-politically notivated.

Al t hough the | oosel y-constituted NAM was set up as a counterpoint to
the Cold War between the United States and the former Soviet Union, he
asserted that the novenent has what it takes to push an econom ¢ agenda.

This could gather greater currency with Ml aysia set to assune the NAM
chai rmanship for the next three years with the commencent of the novenent's
13th sumrit in Kuala Lunmpur fromFeb 20 to Feb 26, 2003, he opi ned,

Besi des t he busi ness council, Navaratnam al so proposed the setting up
of a website to display the business collaboration that could be
potentially explored by the private sectors in NAM economni es.

The website, he said, should be managed by a NAM secretariat that not
only organi ses the grouping's activities, but also conducts research,
pronotion and co-ordination of NAM polici es.

NAM at present operates wi thout a permanent secretariat but its
activities are co-ordinated from New York by NAM nmenber countries
anbassadors or pernmanent representatives to the UN

Navaratnamtol d Bernama that the proposed secretariat, which should be
benchmar ked agai nst the Organisation for Econonic Co-operation and
Devel opnent (OECD), nust hire "the best possible brains" fromthe South and
friendly experts of the North so that it could have the best research
capabilities.

NAM which is basically a grouping of the devel oping countries of the
Sout h, requires a strong research teamto argue against the unfair
treatnment nmeted out to NAM countries by the Wst in their trade and
i nvest nent deal i ngs.

For instance, Navaratnamsaid in the Wrld Trade O gani aati on (WO
negoti ati ons, devel oping countries often got a raw deal, and all eged t hat
the world trade body was "framed by the West for the Wst."

"NAM countries should nake a strong case that if the West doesn't
ensure a fair trade and i nvestnent reginme, then the conti nued economc



exploitation (of the South) could eventually lead to increased terrori st
acts by those economically inpoverished.

"This is because poverty (caused by the economic gap) will provide the
nmost favourabl e environnent for growi ng resentnent, frustration and
ultimately terrorism"” he said.

But to be able to have such a concerted act to protect its interests,
the first step that NAM shoul d take is to foster a strong sense of unity
anong its nmenbers, said Navarat nam

This, conbined with a conmitnent to step up intra-NAMtrade and a zest
to reduce their dependency on trade with Western countries, would hel p make
t he noverent an engi ne of economic growmh for its nmenbers.

He al so said the international smart partnership dial ogue concept
initiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad, which
encourages a Wi n-win situation anong players, econom es shoul d be adopt ed
by NAM

Kual a Lunpur could take this a step further by encouraging the | ess
devel oped NAM nenbers to cone here and learn the role of the private sector
i n econoni c devel opnent, particularly in the context of Ml aysia
I ncorporated and privatisation. -- BERNAMA
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