21 OCT 2003
Mahat hir-Arri val
DR M ARRI VES | N JOGIAKARTA FOR ASEAN ENG NEERI NG AWARD

By: Openg Onn

JOGJAKARTA, COct 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad arrived here tonight for a brief visit to receive a D stinguished
Honorary Fell ow Award from the ASEAN Federation of Engi neering O ganisation
(AFEOQ) in conjunction with its conference tonorrow.

The speci al Royal Malaysian Airforce (RVAF) aircraft ferrying himand
his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali touched down at the Adisucipto
Airport on the outskirt of this ancient city, at about 8.50 pm (9.50 pm
Mal aysi an tinme).

Flying with him from Bangkok after attending the Asia Pacific Economc
Conference (APEC) was Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

I ndonesi a's Energy and M nes M nister, Purnono Yusgi antoro, was on hand
to receive the couple.

Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu, who arrived earlier today,

Mal aysi @' s Anbassador to Indonesia, Datuk Hami don Ali, and several |ocal
officials, were also at the airport to welcone the Prine Mnister.

The AFEO will hold its two-day 21st conference begi nning tonorrow,
whi ch anmong ot hers, would di scuss various issues affecting ASEAN engi neers
i ke the standardi sation and certification progranme for its nenbers.

At the conference, nore than 200 del egates fromall the 10 ASEAN nenber
countries and observers from Japan, South Korea, India, Hong Kong, the
United States, Canada and Australia will have the chance to hear renarks
fromDr Mahathir, a | eader who has been dubbed as an icon in the world
political stage.

The award will be a special gift to himfor his "invaluable service" in
t he devel opnent of the engineering profession in South East Asia.

It is even nore fitting as the award cerenmony will not only be held at
this I ndonesian provincial city of Jogjakarta, in the central part of Java
I sland, the former seat and centre of three world major civilisations -

H ndui sm Buddhismand Islam but it also cones ahead of his retirenent at
the end of this nonth after |eading Malaysia as Prime Mnister for the |ast
22 years.

Dr Mahathir will also have a special interviewcarried |ive by a | ocal
television station, after the award cerenony.

In the afternoon he will continue his journey to Tinor Leste for a
two-day visit before going to Papua New CGui nea.
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