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MCldentity
NEW M SI AN | NDI AN | DENTI TY NEEDED, SAYS M C PRESI| DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernama) -- The energence of a new Ml aysi an
Indian identity is inperative for the sustainability of the community in
nmodern Mal aysia, M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said today.

"This new Mal aysi an Indian is self-sustaining, possessing good
education, conpetitive and capabl e of neeting the chall enges ahead,"” he
sai d.

Central to this newidentity, he said, was the ability to shed the
| abour image to one which rekindled "our self worth in who we are, what we
have acconplished and what we will achieve in the future."

"The | ast 20 years, the M C has gradually attenpted to forge a strong
and distinct identity for the Indian community fromwhat it was before.

"The M C foresees and envi sages a total restructuring, revanping and
reorientation of the Malaysian |Indian conmunity to neet the chall enges of
the 21st century,"” he said in his presidential address at the M C 57th
annual general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre here. The assenbly
was opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and attended
by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

He said that for over 150 years, the Indian community had been
identified as | ow paid workers and | abourers |acking in proper education
and regarded as a race with a bleak future.

"We nust change this imge through planned efforts by providing an
educational infrastructure for those fromthe |lowincone families in the
comunity,"” he said.

Touching on the Tanmi| | anguage and Tam | schools, Sany Vellu said that
both were essential elenents in the Ml aysian | ndian community.

"As an historical and cultural heritage which all Ml aysians should be
proud of, the existence of Tam | schools should be pronoted and boosted
t hrough additional allocation,” he said.

Samy Vellu said that the party had drawn up a strategic action plan
i ncluding setting up a nonitoring body under the National Action Counci
for Tam| Schools to inprove the standard of Tami| schools in the country.

The M C president said that the party acknow edged that there had been
i nprovenments in terns of educational infrastructure and quality of Taml
school s.

"Still, there are still aspects whcih are inadequate requiring
i nprovenents. The governnment, party and conmunity nust join forces to
overcome all these and ensure that all Tam | schools are on par with the
ot her school s," he said.

Turning to the MC political position, he said that the party nenbers
and | eaders shoul d toget her face new chal | enges and sei ze all opportunities
to inprove the standard of |iving of the Ml aysian |Indian community.

He said that the el ection process at the branch level this year had
reveal ed a high level of political maturity anong the M C nenbers when
there were contests in only 80 of the 4,300 branches.

"This reflected the understandi ng and cooperation which exi st anpng
the | eaders. This environnment allowed the | eadership at all levels to
conduct socio-political activities effectively," he said.

Sanmy Vellu said that it was the duty and responsibility of all MC
menbers to strive harder in the interest of the conmunity and ensure that
the people at the grass-root |evel benefit fromall the opportunities
avai | abl e.
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