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KUALA LUMPUR: After going through a successful and meani ngful 20 years
of inplenmentation and close friendship, Ml aysia' s Look East Policy (LEP)
is set to expand into a much broader bil ateral cooperation with new resolve
and i nputs from Japan.

Prime Mnister Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who set the policy in 1982 to direct
his people to |l earn and enul ate t he Japanese and Koreans, nade a speci al
trip to Tokyo to mark the occasion and to i nject new zeal, progranmes and
projects to add nore neat to the policy.

In this, he struck a positive chord in his Japanese counterpart,

Juni chiro Koi zum, and the Japanese government.

For Japan, the 20th year denotes adulthood and the right tinme for both
countries to assess the achi evenents and the significance of the policy and
consi der new ways on how future programes should be carried out.

Undoubt edl y, the policy had brought inmense benefits to Malaysia, its
peopl e and corporate citizens alike.

Dr Mahathir said the policy had served as a framework of learning from
t he successful Japanese and Korean nodel s, of adopting good values into the
work cul ture of the Ml aysi an peopl e.

The policy, he said, has contributed greatly to the econonic and soci al
devel oprnent s of Mal aysi a.

Today, the vision of maki ng Mal aysia a devel oped country by the year
2020, is testinony of the policy and plan introduced by Dr Mahathir in
inspiring for the Japanese way of devel opnent and progress.

TWO WAY TRAFFI C

For the next two decades, as nuch as Japan wants to continue inparting
its experiences in terns of discipline, conmmtnent, positive attitude,
loyalty to an organisation, skills and nodern technologies, it is also
| ooking forward to | earn from Mal aysi a's experi ences.

"For the next 20 years, Japan wants to |earn Ml aysia' s experience,
whi ch Japan has not experienced,” said a senior official of Japan's
M nistry of Foreign Affairs in an interview w th Bernana.

M o Maeda, Deputy Director of the Second Southeast Asia Division of the
Asi an and Cceani an Affairs Bureau, said Japan was | ooking forward to gain
know edge from Mal aysia, mainly on how it had successfully pronoted the
national integration policy.

Being a noderate Islanm c country, he said Malaysia, which has a
mul tiracial popul ation, has nanaged to i nplenent a policy to integrate its
people resulting in all races respecting each other and living in harnony.

"W want to have nore international contacts with Malaysia in politica
as well in cultural fields," he said.

Maeda said Japan al so wi shes to support Malaysia in its contacts with
African countries as well as with other Asean countries.

"We are very appreciative of the Look East Policy because after the
World War |11, Japan was very devastated but we are nowin the position to
support the international community.

"W appreciate Malaysia's desire get sonme of our experiences and during
the last 20 years we think we have provided a | ot to Mal aysia and Ml aysi a
has learnt a lot fromour side," he said.

UNI VERSI TY I N THE MAKI NG



The proposed establishnment of a Japan technol ogi cal university in
Mal aysia is al so viewed as a neans to pave the way for greater cooperation
between the two countries under the framework of the LEP

Maeda sai d Japan supported this idea and wants it to be a fruitful and
sust ai nabl e one and the country is hoping to see proper planning for the
establ i shment of that tertiary institution.

Tokyo feels that it is better to give nore tinme to its planning because
rushing into things could hanper that hope.

The international university, which would focus on nanagenent and
technical skills, he said, could initially cater for students from Asean
countries before expanding it to Japan, China, Korea.

There had been four to five rounds of discussions on the university at
the official |evel between Japan and Mal aysia and Dr Mahat hir has expressed
the hope that the university becones a reality in Septenber.

JAPAN S REG ONAL HOPE

Japan's policy to foster closer relationship with Malaysia and the rest
of the Asean nmenber countries is inline with its vision of creating a
common community in East Asia and making the region a better place,
politically and econom cally.

Wth many chal | enges facing the world now, Japan believes that the East
Asi an comunity shoul d work closely to address issues, including
counter-terrorism piracy and human trafficking.

One of the ways that Japan is pronoting nowis to conclude bilatera
agreenments on free trade and other fields of cooperation, including human
resource devel oprment and culture with Asean countri es.

Terned as economi ¢ partnership agreenent (EPA) or the free trade
agreenment plus (FTA Plus), it has concluded such agreenent with Singapore
and i s now negotiating with Thailand, the Philippines and Ml aysi a.

Agai nst the backdrop of the LEP, the seminar on the 20t h anniversary of
the policy here made sone interesting discourses which reaffirmthat the
LEP is still relevant to both countries.

Mal aysi a has al so nade its position clear that it is not turning away
fromJapan in this policy, although it is now | ooking nore to Korea and
Chi na.

One exciting subject discussed was the Mal aysi an nove to shift its
focus to know edge-based econony.

Yoi chi Morishita, Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. Ltd board
chairman, said the LEP had contributed greatly to the industrialisation of
Mal aysia, with its electronic and electric industry accounting for 33 per
cent of the output and one-third of its export.

In this regard Mal aysia, he cautioned, nust maintain sone | evel of
industrialisation for its survival in Asia because it could not change into
know edge- based i ndustry overni ght.

"So, they have to increase the nunber of high-skilled workers and
software, and at the sanme tinme know edge- based workers have to be trained
and fostered," he said.

NUTS AND BOLTS OF PQLI CY

CEO and Chai rman of the Malaysian Institute of Strategic and
International Studies (Isis) Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sophee said the LEP was
wi t hout any question and wi thout any doubts a success, far beyond the
nunber of students and trai nees who had directly obtained their training in
Japan.

According to the Director-General of Public Service Mal aysia, Tan Sri
Jamal uddi n Ahmad Danmanhuri, Ml aysia had sent nore than 13, 000 students and
trai nees to Japan to acquire higher education and technical skills at



Japanese public and private institutions in the 20 years.

The LEP was officially announced on Feb 8, 1982, during the fifth Joint
Annual Conference of Ml aysi a-Japan Econoni ¢ Associ ati on (Maj eca) and
Japan- Mal aysi a Econoni ¢ Associ ati on (Janeca).

The policy was extended to Korea through a joint statenent between Dr
Mahat hir and Presi dent Chun Doo Hwan during the official visit of Dr
Mahathir to Korea fromAug 8 to Aug 14, 1983. -- Bernana
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