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Syed Ham d- Tur key
NEW TURKI SH PM SEEKS CLCSER TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

PUTRAJAYA, June 13 (Bernanmm) -- Mal aysia and Turkey are set to forge
closer bilateral relations in w de-ranging areas as Ankara expressed its
interest to learn from Mal aysi a's approach in noul di ng a successful
econom ¢ nodel

A neeting between the prine mnisters of the two countries here today
resulted in the expression of commtnment to further deepen cooperation in
areas such as politics, trade and investnent, energy, water nanagenent and
tourism

Briefing reporters on the neeting between visiting Turkish Prine
M ni ster Recep Tayyi p Erdogan and his Ml aysi an counterpart, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Erdogan
also invited Malaysian firms to participate in Turkey's privatisation
pr ogr anme.

"Both | eaders want the cooperation to be done in a nmeani ngful way so as
to establish a long-lasting relationship,"” he said, describing the neeting
as warm and cordi al

Erdogan arrived this norning for a three-day trip to Mal aysia, one of
the first countries he is visiting after assum ng power |ast March.

Syed Hanmid said that as tourismhad been identified as one of the key
areas for cooperation, the relevant parties should create nore
tourismrelated acitivities.

In this regard, he said that Ml aysia had requested that Turkish
Airlines resune flights to Kuala Lunpur after scrapping the service due to
unf avour abl e economi ¢ condi tion.

"They have agreed to | ook at code-sharing arrangenent between Turki sh
Airlines and Mal aysia Airlines,"” he said.

In conjunction with the visit, Ankara and Kual a Lunpur inked a
menor andum of under standi ng on bil ateral cooperation in the energy and
wat er sectors that woul d i ncl ude sewage nmanagenent and sanitati on.

Wtnessed by both Dr Mahathir and Erdogan, the pact was signed by
Mal aysia's Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and the Turkish
Transportation Mnister Binali Yildirim

In addition, Syed Hami d said that Ml aysia was al so keen to market its
pal moil in Turkey and had agreed to provide credit arrangenment to
i nterested Turki sh conpani es.

Meanwhi |l e, he said that both | eaders shared simlar views on
i nternational issues such as devel opnents in Wst Asia and Irag.

Dr Mahathir, he said, had invited Turkey to attend the Putrajaya
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) Sunmt in Cctober.

Syed Hanid al so said that Erdogan requested Mal aysia's assistance in
bringi ng Turkey closer to Asean, a grouping of 10 South-East Asian
countri es.

Fi el di ng questions fromreporters |later, Syed Ham d said that Erdogan
informed Dr Mahathir that he would Iike to see the so-called road map for
peace between Pal estinians and | srael be successful.

The Turki sh | eader al so nentioned that his foreign nminister would be
visiting Israel and Palestine arising fromworrying concerns of the
situation there, said Syed Hanmi d

Wth respect to Iraq, he said, Turkey would Iike to see the territorial
integrity of Iraq be respected and ultimately an Iraqi government
representing the people be forned based on denocratic practices.



"Because being a nei ghbour of Iraq, they consider peace and stability
in that area as equally inportant to the well-being of Turkey itself,"” he
sai d.

Queried on Dr Mahathir's view of the road map, Syed Hanid said that
Mal aysi a had taken the viewthat if the Pal estinians supported it, then
Mal aysia woul d give the initiative its backing.

"W have taken the view that we support the road map as a neans of
achi evi ng peace even though it does not satisfy fully the wi shes of the
Pal estinians, if it is a way of stopping violence and bringing both parties
to the negotiating table,” he added.
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