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Mahat hi r - Book
NEW BOOK REI NFORCES MALAYSI A- AFRI CA BOND

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

EZULW N (Swazil and), Aug 16 (Bernama) -- A book was | aunched at the
ongoi ng G obal 2003 Smart Partnership International here which is expected
to further reinforce expandi ng rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Afri ca.

Entitled "Ml aysi a-Africa Rel ati ons, Searching For Common CGoal s" the
book is witten by Dr Ham din Abdul Hami d, a Mal aysi an hi storian who
teaches African studies at Universiti Ml aya.

The book was | aunched jointly by King Mswati 1l of Swaziland who is
pl ayi ng host to this year's dialogue and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

The book stresses the vital role Dr Mahathir has played i n devel opi ng
t he cl ose bonds whi ch now exi st between African countries and Ml aysi a.

A statenent issued at the |aunching said that the book points to the
formati on of G 15 and Mal aysia's strong i nvol venent in Sout h- Sout h
cooperation as testinony of Malaysia's ties with Africa.

It also said that the | ast decade wi tnessed an increase in Ml aysia's
trade and i nvestnment with Africa.

Dr Ham din says in the book that nore inportantly, events such as the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue have brought the two nations together.

| deas pronoted by Dr Mahathir such as Smart Partnership, win-wn
cooperation and prosper-thy-nei ghbour were adopted by the Africans and | ed
to the birth of the Southern Africa International Dialogue in 1997 as an
of f shoot of the Langkawi International D al ogue (LID).

In the book, Dr Hami din says that Mal aysia-Africa relations were
dom nat ed by conmon goal s whi ch were recogni zed in world econoni c,
political and social relations.

"Ml aysi a- Africa Rel ations, Searching for Conmmon Coal s" is on sale at
| eadi ng bookstores here and costs US$20.
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