29 OCT 2003
Chan- Ti oman
NEW PULAU Tl OVAN Al RPORT TO BE COVPLETED I N TWO YEARS

PULAU TI OVAN, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- The new airport on Pulau Ti oman,
costing up to RML50 million, will boost tourismon the duty-free island
once it is conpleted in two years, Transport M nister Datuk Seri Chan Kong
Choy sai d.

He said work on the airport, situated between Kanpung Paya and Kanpung
Genting, which would start early next year, "will take 102 weeks and at
this time, the Governnent is in the final stages of scrutinising
contractors for the RML30 to RML40 million project.”

He said this at Kanpung Paya here after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad perforned t he ground-breaking cerenony of the new airport
via video conferencing fromthe adm nistrative capital of Putrajaya today.

Al so present here was Pahang Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob,
while Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu and Second Fi nance M ni ster
Datuk Dr Jamaludin Jarjis were at the cerenony in Putrajaya.

Sayi ng that the construction woul d consider environnmental concerns by
trying to minimse damage to the surroundi ngs, Chan, however, agreed with
Dr Mahathir's speech that Pulau Tionan's natural beauty had to be
sacrificed slightly for devel opnent to provide facilities and prosperity
for everyone, including residents of the island.

Chan said the new airport woul d be equi pped with the | atest systens and
facilities for the operation of B737 aircraft and those in its class.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir also interacted with the Menteri Besar via video
conf erenci ng.

Adnan, in his speech, also conveyed the State's gratitude to the Prine
M nister's conmitnent towards the devel opment of Pul au Ti oman.
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