16 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r-US (Moti ve)
| TS MORE DANGEROUS I N THE US THAN I N MALAYSI A, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
guestioned the necessity for the issuance of the | atest advisory by the
United States State Departnent warni ng Americans agai nst visiting Ml aysia,
especi al | y Sabah.

The prime mnister said that it was in fact nore dangerous in the
United States than in Ml aysi a.

"They want to stay in their own country because they think they are
safe (but) I like to remind themthat the attack on the Wrld Trade Centre
is in Anerica, not here. So America is much nore dangerous than Ml aysia,"
he told reporters at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport at the end of
his two-day working visit to Sabah.

He said the US, having brutalised many people, were now frightened that
peopl e m ght go after them

"So they are afraid to go anywhere and al t hough Sabah and Mal aysia are
absol utely safe, they dare not cone here," he said.

Respondi ng to A question on whether there were notives behind the
frequent issuance of such advisory, Dr Mahathir said: "There could be."

"OF course they accuse us perhaps of not ensuring the security of
foreigners in this country and maybe because of that they have an excuse to
do somet hi ng about Mal aysia...nmaybe try to have a regi ne change."

"W haven't reached that stage | think, but before also, with Iraqg, it
was the sane thing, accusations which are false that Irag has got weapons
of mass destruction.

"So that was an excuse to invade Irag and now they did not find any
weapons of mass destruction,” he said.
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