07 NOV 2003
N k Azi z-Invitation
Nl K AZI Z WANTS | NVI TATI ON TO FUTURE MEETI NGS

KOTA BAHARU, Nov 7 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat has asked Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi to invite himand
hi s Terengganu counterpart, Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, to future neetings
of menteris besar and chief ministers.

The PAS | eaders of these two states should be invited to show that the
denocratic systemunder the new prine mnister was going well, he told
reporters after launching the Kota Baharu Municipal Council's welfare fund
her e.

Ni k Aziz, who is also the PAS spiritual |eader, expressed regret that
he and Abdul Hadi, who is al so PAS president, were not invited to the
nmeeting of menteris besar and chief ministers chaired for the first time by
Abdul I ah in Putraj aya yesterday.

When Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was the prine mnister, the two nenteris
besar were also not invited to such neetings.

At yesterday's neeting, Abdullah directed the nmenteris besar and chi ef
mnisters to set up a special task force in their states to cut bureaucracy
to ensure a nore efficient adm nistration and prevent corruption.

Ni k Azi z said that because he and Abdul Hadi were excluded from such an
i mportant neeting, a piece of prine information fromthe federal governnent
did not reach the state governments and this could affect the
i npl ementati on of the country's policies.

He sai d Terengganu and Kel antan were prepared to set up such a task
force.

However, Kel antan woul d establish the task force only after receiving a
witten directive fromthe federal government because it did not want to be
accused of not follow ng procedure, he added.
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