13 OCT 2003
Tok Guru-Advi ce
Nl K AZI Z URGED TO TELL PEOPLE NOT TO CALL HHM "TOK GURU"

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 13 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul
Aziz Nik Mat nmust advise the people in the state to stop addressi ng himas
"Tok Guru" before he can accuse others of idolising Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Deputy Information M nister Datuk Zai nuddin Maidin said the directive
that the peopl e addressed the Kelantan Menteri Besar as "Tok Guru" was a
PAS political agenda while Dr Mahathir had never asked the people to
idolise him in fact there were no roads, buildings or anything el se naned
after him

"The idolisation resulted froma directive fromthe State CGovernnent
through a circular issued in 1991 urging that the Menteri Besar be
addressed as "Tok Guru'," he said at a press conference, here today.

Zai nuddi n was comenting on the report in the Harakah, the PAS official
organ, inits latest issue (Cct 16-31) questioning who was behi nd t he
agenda idolising Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, which was
consi dered excessive lately to the extent that it had reached the | evel of
i dolisation of a |eader.

Ni k Azi z, who is also head of the PAS advisory council, was reported as
saying that the agenda was nasterm nded by the Deputy Prine M nister (Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi) to ensure that he could safely succeed Dr
Mahat hi r.

Zai nuddi n said what Nk Aziz did had affected the i mage of Islam
because it had caused nore confusion as there might be others who were not
qualified who were al so addressed as Tok Curu.

Now, the title Tok Guru for the Menteri Besar has al so been adopted by
Ter engganu whi ch has been under PAS rule since the 1999 general election.

He said the nove had confused many peopl e because it was ai ned at
ensuring that the PAS political agenda succeeded.
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