15 JAN 2003
Mahat hir-N k Azi z
Nl K AZIZ | NVI TES DR MAHATHI R TO VI SI T PANTAlI SABAK

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who begins a two-day visit to Kel antan today has been
invited by Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat to inspect Pantai Sabak,
Pengkal an Chepa, where coastal erosion has damaged many houses and
property.

Apart fromw nning the hearts of the affected people, the Prine
M ni ster could al so use his good office to speed up the RWMO million
al | ocation pl edged by the Federal Governnent to arrest the erosion problem
t here, he said.

"Coastal erosionis really bad out there with a nbsque bei ng engul fed
by sea sand and a secondary school waiting next inline," he told reporters
after chairing the State Executive Council neeting here.

Pant ai Sabak enconpasses five kampungs -- Tanjung Kual a, Sabak Tengah,
Kenmeruk, Pantai Dasar and Kampung Sabak with a total popul ation of 1, 500.

Coastal erosion first affected the area about 15 years ago and since
then much of the fishing settlenment had been | ost to the sea including
Keneruk and Tanj ung Kual a, N k Azi z said.

Ni k Aziz said as there was no specific allocation for the purpose under
the current five-year Eighth Malaysia Plan, the State Drai nage and
Irrigation Departrment only obtained an initial allocation of RML.2 million
fromthe Agriculture Mnistry to appoint a consultant firmto study the
erosi on probl em

The state governnent could only provide alternative sites for their
resettlement and so far three such settlements had been created at Bl ocks A
and B at Kanpung Pul au Gaj ah and at Kanpung Pantai Keneruk here involving a
total of 161 families, he said.

The Kel antan Governnent was | ooking for alternative sites for nore
peopl e affected by the coastal erosion which was nade worse by the recent
nonsoon, he sai d.

On the Prine Mnister's directive to state governnents to speedily
gazette the Islamic Fam |y Law Act to ensure uniformty, Nk Aziz said his
governnent was agreeable to this but there could be sone administrative
pr obl ens.

Ni k Aziz, who is also Chairman of the PAS Council of U ama, proposed
that the country's civil and syariah | aws be standardi sed as the syariah
| aws were based on the Quran and Hadi s.

Asked about the disclosures by Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdu
Azi z Sansuddi n yesterday that some Peopl es Religious School (SAR) teachers

were threatening students that they would head for hell if they noved to
national schools, N k Aziz said slander of all kinds was thriving in
Mal aysi a.

"The last time they said Hadi (Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang) was causi ng disunity anong the peopl e through his Ananat
Haji Hadi...when Hadi rose and cleared his chest and chall enged them they
remai ned silent,"” he added.

He said the people should be given the chance to choose the education
streamthey wi shed as they were advanced in their thinking and
civilisation.

"SAR gives specialisation to religious studies based on Arabic and
there is also the academ c el enent involved... give the people the chance
to choose," he said.



On the proposed debate on SAR between Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister
Dat uk Seri Mhanmed Nazri Aziz and PAS Deputy Yout h Chi ef Sal ahuddi n Ayub,
Ni kK Azi z hoped that this tinme it would materialise.

Turning again to the Prime Mnister's visit to Kelantan, he said the
organi sers were nmaking it political by lining the route to the Sultan
Ismai |l Col | ege Padang where Dr Mahat hir woul d deliver a speech to the
people, with Umo and Bari san Nasi onal fl ags.

"They should i nstead put up the Jalur Gemilang so that people not
supporting Umo or the Barisan Nasional will not fear to attend,” he said.
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