23 MAY 2003
Mahat hir-Retire
|'"LL DEFI NI TELY RETI RE | N OCTOBER, SAYS DR M

JITRA, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad reiterated
today that he will definitely retire fromall posts in the governnment and
Umo in Cctober as he had proni sed.

The Prime M nister said he had full confidence that his deputy Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had the capabilities to take over his posts in
t he government and the party.

He said he did not worry that his resignation would | ead to problens in
Umo and the country.

"I''"ve made the statenent to resign. If | renege on ny prom se, then ny
| eadership will no | onger be credible.

"They will say this is Dr Mahathir's drama. Actually, he wants to carry
on. | think people will laugh at nme and al so Umo," he said in his
adj our nmrent speech at the del egates' neeting of the Kubang Pasu Umo
di vi si on whi ch he heads.

Dr Mahathir said this in response to a resolution adopted by the
division urging himto continue hel m ng Umo and the division as his
| eadership was still needed.

The notion was noved by division comrttee nenber Anman Khan Mohanad
Hussi n and was seconded by Anuar Zai non. The notion was passed unani nously.

Dr Mahathir said he was touched by the resolution but he had to keep to
his pronise

He said he would stick to his decision to retire although there were
calls urging himto continue his | eadership

"I want to see many nore Umo | eaders energing to take over the
| eadership at the division, suprene council and al so the government," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he believed that they could inplenment many things
whi ch coul d not be done during his | eadership

Touching on his replacenment in the Kubang Pasu parlianmentary
constituency, he said he would not allow his famly menbers to contest in
this constituency or in any other constituencies.

"I give an assurance that nobody fromny famly will contest here or in
ot her constituencies,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said he did not have a dynasty as the country
practi sed denocracy.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been the Kubang Pasu MP since 1974, hoped anyone
pi cked as the candidate for the constituency in the comng el ection would
enjoy the voters' support.
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