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| DFR ORGANI SES CONFERENCE ON UMVAH

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- An international conference on the
Umah and the role of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) will be
held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre on Cct 13-14 in conjunction with the
10th Islam ¢ Sumrit Conf erence.

The conference to be opened by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi is jointly organised by the Institute of D pl omacy
and Foreign Relations Malaysia (IDFR), Institute of Know edge Advancenent
(I'nKA) of the Universiti Teknol ogi Mara and Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | ege
St udent s Associ ati on of Mal aysi a (ANSARA).

I DFR Di rector-Ceneral Datuk Dr Mohd Yusof Ahmad said that the
conference themed "The Umah at the Crossroads: The Role of the O C' was
being held to highlight the issues affecting the world's Muslins especially
in this challenging tines.

"The worl d nedi a has not been highlighting anything positive about
I slamand Muslins...so taking into consideration the gravity of the issue,
there will be deliberations on this and the progressive side of Islam" he
told a press briefing on the conferenec at |DFR here.

Dr Mohd Yusof said that the conference would feature scholars and
prom nent figures fromwi thin the Muslimworld to discuss nain thenes,
nanely representation, globalisation and heritage, governance, |aw and
international relations, political econony and nedia, education and gender
i ssues.

The conference will end with a plenary session and adopti on of
resol utions.

Dr Mohd Yusof also said that the conference would provide a forumfor
Muslimintellectuals and scholars to share i deas and fornmul ate strategies
for the betternent of the Ummah.

It would also help clarify and probe areas of concern between Misli s
and other civilisations and initiate a process to bridge differences anong
civilisations.

About 350 peopl e conprising academni cs, senior governnent officials and
corporate | eaders, including some 100 foreign del egates are expected to
attend the conference.

Dr Mohd Yusof said that anmong the speakers woul d be Raja Nazrin Shah
Sul tan Azl an Muhi bbuddi n, Prof Dr Amer Al -Roubaie of the International
Islamic University, Dr Chandra Miuzaffar of the Just World Trust for Peace,
Prof Datuk Dr Osman Bakar (Fellow, Centre for MuslimChristian
Under st andi ng, Georgetown University), Dr Haroon Siddi que (The Toronto
Star, Canada) and Prof Mhammad El - Sayed Selim (University of Cairo,
Egypt) .

Al so present at the press conference were U TM Assi stant vice
chancel | or and head of InKA, Prof Madya Dr Rahnmat Mbhanmad and Ansara
presi dent Datuk Miukhriz Mahathir.
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