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NEW FORVAT AT 11TH APPF MEETI NG

By: Abdul Aziz Harun

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernamm) -- The 11th Asia Pacific Parlianentary
Forum (APPF) neeting to be held here next week will display a different
format to enable the 150 del egates from 27 nenber countries to express
their views on world issues in a nore informal environnent.

As the host country, Ml aysia has been given the task to nake the
annual APPF nmeeting nore lively and fruitful to maintain its rel evance.

The t hree-day neeting which begins on Monday is schedul ed to be opened
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

The APPF is a non-exclusive forumof national parlianentarians founded
by fornmer Japanese Prinme M nister Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1991. The
parlianentarians participate either as del egates of their parlianents or in
their personal capacity.

Senate President Tan Sri M chael Chen Wng Sum appointed automatically
as the APPF chairman, said that unlike the previous neetings where speakers
were planned earlier to talk on specific subjects, this tinme all countries
woul d be given a chance to address the session

"However, due to time constraint, only one representative fromeach
country will be allowed to speak. If there's enough tine, then it will be
up to the chairman to open the floor to other participants to present their
poi nts of view," he told Bernama here today.

"Parlianmentarians, being experienced people in their respective
parlianents, like to participate in addressing i ssues strai ght away, so the
need to discuss themnore freely," he said.

Chen said that at |last year's APPF neeting in Honolulu, they proposed
that to make the APPF nore effective, the Asia Pacific Economnm c Cooperation
(Apec) secretariat should take the initiative to include resolutions
adopted by the APPF in its agenda.

Wil e the Apec, forned in 1989, stresses nbre on econoni ¢ cooperation,
the APPF acts as its legislative branch and nore of a | oosel y-structured
and non-excl usive forumof national parliamentarians.

Chen sai d that even though the APPF consists of only 27 countries, the
fact that the United States, Russia and China, three of the five UN
Security Council nenbers, were anmong the participants, it was a reason that
makes the Forumvery significant.

He pointed out that the 27 nenber countries -- Australia, Canbodia,
Canada, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Chile, China, Colonbia, Fiji, Indonesia,

Japan, South Korea, Laos, Ml aysia, Marshall Islands, Mexico, M croneasia,
Mongol i a, New Zeal and, Papua New Qui nea, Peru, the Philippines, Russia,

Si ngapore, Thailand, the US and Vi etnam-- represented about one third of
t he worl d popul ati on.

He said that as nost parlianmentarians have a great influence on their
respective | eaders, their points of view would definitely be considered
positively by them

Chen said that he was happy to note that this year's neeting woul d see
a full turnout conpared to the previous neeting, where 24 nenber countries
took part, despite sone negative nedia reports about the safety of the
region.

He said that the nunber of participants was inportant to showto the
worl d that such an allegation was ridicul ous.

"Their attendance in fact is a testinony of their confidence in the
security of our country. The US is expected to send about 13 del egates, the



hi ghest nunber of del egates, while Australia six," he said.

He said that the secretariat had al so arranged gui ded tours for the
parlianentarians to places like Putrajaya and Mel aka to show themthe
prosperity and devel opment that the multiracial society here enjoys.

"Sonetimes di scussions alone may not be so fruitful unless you bring
themto the ground to see for thenselves, to give the new dinmension in
their mnd about the country or society that they only know t hrough the
nmedi a, " he said.

Chen said that the fact that Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to open the
meeting is also believed to be one of the reasons for the overwhel m ng
participation.

"Over the years, many parlianentarians have voiced their admration for
the prime mnister's charisma and | heard many of them are | ooking forward
to meeting himin person during the APPF neeting," he said.
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