17 OCT 2003
O C Jews (Syed Ham d)
NO APOLOGY FOR DR MAHATHI RS REMARKS ON JEWS, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia did not apol ogise for Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s remarks on the Jews at the sunmit
of Islam c | eaders here, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said
t oday.

He said he was taken out of context by The Associated Press this
nmor ni ng whi ch reported that Ml aysia had apol ogi sed over the remarks which
Dr Mahat hir nmade at the opening session of the 10th Organisation of the
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) sumit.

Dr Mahathir had said: " Jews rule the world by proxy. They get others
to fight and die for thent.

Dr Mahathir told the | eaders from57 Islanic nations that Muslins had
achi eved "nothing" in nmore than 50 years of fighting |Israel and suggested
the use of political and econonmic tactics, not violence.

Syed Hanmid was quoted as telling the Associated Press this norning:
"I"'msorry that they have m sunderstood the whole thing. The intention is
not to create controversy. His intention is to showthat if you ponder and
sit down to think, you can be powerful."

Asked later to clarify his own statenment that | ed the Associ ated Press
to conclude that Ml aysia had apol ogi sed for the prinme mnister's remarks,
Syed Hanmi d said he had been taken out of context and what was reported did
not reflect what he neant and that it had been made to | ook Iike an
apol ogy.

"So, | said | amsorry it (the speech) has been m sunderstood because
the speech if you take one word out of context, it can nean so nmany things
and | think this shows their real intention.

"They didn't want to understand the whol e speech. The whol e speech is a
very bal anced speech criticising the Muslins asking themto wake up and do
somet hi ng to change oursel ves instead of being marginalised,” Syed Ham d
sai d.

Asked on a report in an Australian newspaper which Iikened Dr Mahat hir
to Osanma bin Laden, who is blaned for the Sept 11 attacks in the United
States, Syed Hami d said:" Whatever we do, they will msinterprete because
they have got their own agenda.”

"And | think it is very rude and ill-mannered for a paper in Australia
to liken the PMto Gsama bin Laden. Dr Mahathir is a man of peace who goes
agai nst viol ence and he believes that peace can only be achi eved t hrough
negoti ations,” he added.

He said Dr Mahathir had never preached or supported suicide bonbi ngs or
any acts of violence."

"So, | think we nust be willing to accept criticisns, Ml aysians and
ot her Asean countries have been criticised...the Arabs have been
criticised, everybody has been criticised. Wiy can't we give our opinion
about a certain country,"” he added.
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