09 SEP 2003
Musa- Rot ati on
NO DECI SI ON YET ON MECHANI SM TO REVI EW THE ROTATI ON SYSTEM SAYS MJSA

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- The Sabah Bari san Nasional (BN) has
not deci ded on the nechanismto be used to determ ne whet her the people
want to continue with the rotation systemfor the Sabah Chief Mnister's
post or not.

Chief M nister Datuk Musa Aman said the state BN | eaders had yet to
meet to discuss the matter and it woul d be decided when it was tine to do
So.

"W have not discussed it. Neverthel ess, we thank and appreciate the
vi ew of YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad on the issue,"” he told reporters
after opening national-level PeyatimQuran Reciters Assenbly at Dewan
Sa' dah, Wsna Miis, near here today.

Musa, who is also state BN chief, was asked to conment on Dr Mahathir's
statement yesterday to leave it to the people of Sabah to deci de on whet her
to continue with the rotation systemor not.

This shoul d be given into consideration by the BN when deci ding on the
matter, Dr Mahathir had said at the opening the 18th Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS) congress at the Hongkod Koi saan here.

Asked whet her the mechani smwoul d i nvol ve di scussions with BN conponent
party |l eaders or through a referendum Misa said: "W will discuss about
t he suitabl e mechanismto be used."”

Under the rotation system a |eader fromUmmo will take over the post
of Sabah Chief Mnister each tine a | eader fromeither the non-Mislim
Bum putera conmunity or the Chinese conmunity conpleted his term

Dr Mahat hir had proposed the systemof rotating the post anong the
Musl i m non-Misli mbum putera and Chi nese conmunities during the canpai gn
of the state election in 1994.

This was to give the | eader of each community the chance to | ead the
state government for a termof two years.

The systemwas i npl emented when the BN cane to power in March 1994
followi ng the collapse of the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)

The systemwas slightly nodified in March 2001 to give opportunity to
Umo | eaders to becone Sabah Chief Mnister each tine a | eader from one of
the two conmunities conpleted his term

The system had so far saw the appoi ntnments of seven chief ninisters,
narmely Tan Sri (now Tun) Sakaran Dandai, Datuk Salleh Tun Said, Datuk Yong
Teck Lee, Datuk Bernard Donpok, Datuk Osu Sukam Datuk Chong Kah Kiat and
Dat uk Musa Aman.

Asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's call to the BNto win the next state
election with landslide victory, Miusa said they would do their best to
achi eve the target.

"W will work hard together with our friends in the BN to ensure a
| andslide victory for the BN, " he said.

The present termof the Sabah state | egislative assenbly will end on
April 12 2004.
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