12 FEB 2003
Mahat hir-Perlis
NO DECI SI ON YET ON PERLI| S- PROPOSED LONGER SCHOOL HOURS, SAYS DR M

JITRA, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- The Federal CGovernnent has not nade a
deci sion on plans by the Perlis state governnment to extend the school hours
at all schools in the state fromMarch 1, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d today.

The Prime M nister said the Federal CGovernnent needs to know the
details of the proposed pl an

"We have a national school system and the system cones under the
jurisdiction of the Federal Government. Neverthel ess, we cannot prevent
anyone fromhaving extra classes to teach students other subjects,

i ncluding Arabic," he told reporters at his Hari Raya Aidil adha open house.

Asked whet her does it nmean that Perlis could go ahead with its plan to
extend the school hours, Dr Mahathir said he did not know the details of
the pl an.

The Perlis Governnent proposed to continue with the national education
syl labus in the norning session while Arabic, Mral Education, Fardhu Ain
(religious obligation for Muslins) and English would be taught in tuition
classes in the evening.

Asked to coment on the statenent by Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Shahi dan Kassimthat the plan was not his idea but that of Dr Mahathir to
teach Sekol ah Aganma Rakyat (SAR) subjects in the afternoon at governnent
school s, Dr Mahat hir said:

"W have not nade a decision yet because it is still at discussion
stage. W are studyi ng whether the religious school systemintroduced in
Johor can be extended nati onw de."

Johor has a religious school systemwth its own school buildings and
admi ni strati on.

Students from national schools attending the norning session will go to
the religious school in the afternoon and vice-versa.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated that the country needed its people to be
trained and skilled in diverse disciplines.

Furthernore, it was conpul sory for Miuslins to be skilful in various
fields to apply the skills to progress in |life and defend the country, he
sai d.

Thousands of well-wi shers attended the open house of Dr Mahathir, who
is also the Menber of Parlianment for Kubang Pasu.

Three Thai provincial Governors Vichit Vichaisarn (Satun), Amuay
Ronggern (Songkhl a) and Panuk Utairan (Yala) were al so present.
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