28 APR 2003
Senat e- wi ndi ng ( Suppl y)
NO HANKY- PANKY | N DI SBURSEMENT OF ASSI STANCE TO POOR STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernama) -- There will be no hanky-panky in the
di sbursenent of assistance to the poor students, the Dewan Negara was told
t oday.

"There will be no hanky-panky. There will always be accountability.
There will be auditing on all noney going in and out of the fund," said
Fi nance M nistry Parlianentary Secretary HashimlIsmail of the Poor Students
Trust Fund.

Replying to points raised during the debate on the Suppl enentary Supply
Bill (2002) 2003 here, he said the government would al so nonitor the
academ c progress of the recipients.

"Those who neet the criteria will be eligible for assistance fromthe
fund. The governnent does not care whose sons they are or which party they
support," he said when wi nding up the debate on behal f of the mnistry. The
bill was | ater passed.

Hashim | smail said those eligible would receive the sane treatenent,
irrespective of religious, racial or political background.

"There is no discrimnation in education. Even before this, the
children of the opposition also benefit fromeducational facilities
provi ded by the governnent," he said.

Hashimsaid the RM00 million fund to be | aunched by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad i n May woul d provi de an annual assistance of
RM2, 2000 to students whose parents earned | ess than RV600 a nont h.

He said that for a start, assistance would be given to poor students at
the pre-school and primary school |evel.

The assi stance woul d cover anmong others their school fees, pocket
money, bus fares and school uniforns, he said.
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