04 JUN 2003
M si a- US
NO | NTENTI ON TO TAKE OVER M SI A' S RCLE | N PEACE PROCESS, SAYS US

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- The United States has no intention to
take over Malaysia's role in the peace process in southern Philippines, US
anbassador to Mal aysia Marie Huhtal a said t oday.

Replying to a question on the matter, Huhtala said that Washi ngton
still see Kuala Lunpur as taking the lead in the matter.

In this context, she said, the US woul d never ever want to do anything
that woul d of fend Mal aysi a.

"Because Ml aysi a has played a very hel pful role as a formal broker for
peace agreenent in the southern Philippines...we are not proposing to do
that ourselves," Huhtala said after attending a talk on "Reading of a
Mul ticultural Anerica" at the National Library here

"W still see Malaysia as taking the lead but if there are ways we can
be hel pful in a sort of unofficial way, we will be interested in doing
that," said Huhtal a.

Two days ago, a Bernanmm story from Manila quoted an Cpposition senator
as saying that the US was keen in troubl eshooting the stalled peace process
i n southern Philippines saying however that there was a hitch as Ml aysi a
was already deep in it and if Washington were to enter the picture, it
m ght of fend the Philippines' close Asean nei ghbour.

Mal aysi a has hosted several tal ks between Manila and the Moro Islanic
Li beration Front (MNLF) over the past years which led to the signing of a
ceasefire pact.

The truce, however, collapsed foll owing renewed hostilities between the
mlitary and the MLF even as Kual a Lunpur sought another round of peace
di al ogue | ast nont h.

On a different subject, Huhtala said that her coments on Ml aysi a- US
bilateral ties |ast week had been taken out of context.

"I never said our relations were at the lowest point. | think ny
coments...little bit taken out of context and little bit exaggerated,"” she
sai d.

Huht al a was quoted as saying that ties between South-East Asian
countries would go downhill unless its |leaders "curb their sonetines
of fensive" criticismof Washington's foreign policy.

The US envoy's conments, contained in a speech made at a business forum
on May 23 and rel eased on the enbassy's website on May 28, however did not
single out Malaysia or Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Mal aysi a has been out spoken agai nst Anerica's foreign policies
especially on its unilateral invasion of Irag in March this year.

Accordi ng to Huhtal a, Washi ngton and Kual a Lunpur enjoys "a very good
and strong rel ati onship" and she was only trying to enhance it.

"What | said was that we had sone problens in the past and we really
want to concentrate on the ways to inprove it. In fact, it is a very good
and strong relationship so | was trying in the spirit of constructive
argunment to explore ways to nake it even better and | think you saw the
fact the two |l eaders net in Evian, and indeed it is a good rel ationship and
it is not nearly as bad as sone peopl e has thought | was trying to say,"
sai d Huht al a.

Dr Mahathir met the US President George W Bush at the Enl arged
Di al ogue of the Summt of the Group of Eight (&) in Evian and had
described his neeting with Bush as "warni.

Meanwhi | e at today's event, an |ndian-born Anerican witer, Dr Bharati



Mukherjee, said that nulticuluralismas it had been practised in the USin
the past 10 years, inplied the existence of a central culture, ringed by

peri pheral cul tures.
"The fallout of official nmulticulturalismis the establishnent of one

culture as the normand the rest as aberrations,"” she said.
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