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Li ng-1ndi a
NO KNEE- JERK REACTI ON PLEASE, | NDI A TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, March 15 (Bernama) -- Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik today expressed hope that the Indian Government will wait
for the outconme of the full investigation ordered by the Ml aysi an
Governnent into clains of police high-handedness against Indian IT
prof essi onal s before taking any further action on the matter.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had directed the
| nspector General of Police to conduct a full probe and Dr Ling hoped the
I ndian authorities would not hurriedly take any "after effect" action
agai nst Mal aysi a.

"I hope the Indian (authorities) will wait, don't hurry into any action
as Mal aysia and India have good relations and the two prine mnisters
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and Atal Bihari Vajpayee) are getting al ong

very well," he told reporters here.
Dr Ling was asked on reports from New Del hi that India was still angry
over the alleged ill-treatnment of Indian software professionals and was

pl anning to cancel all bilateral visits, ground extra | anding slots for
Mal aysia Airlines and other nmeasures that could hurt Ml aysi a.

The Hindustan Tines reported that |ndia was al so consi dering excl udi ng
Mal aysi an conpani es fromroad construction projects and freezi ng Mal aysi an
pal moil inports.

Dr Ling said the landing rights for Malaysia Airlines, particulary the
extra landing rights to Munbai were negotiated and agreed two nont hs back
bet ween hi mand his Indian counterpart.

Theref ore, he hoped India would not take any drastic action to suspend
the rights as this could spoil all the good work whi ch had been done by
both sides all this while.

"I know ny Indian counterpart very well and I don't want this good
relations to be spoiled. Let us wait for the result or details and | hope
India's Government will be alittle bit nore patient," he said.

Last Sunday, police raided Pal mCourt apartnments in Brickfields and
det ai ned 165 Indian nationals, mainly IT specialists, follow ng reports
they were in the country illegally.

The Indians said they were treated roughly and some clained their
passports were defaced, resulting in Indian H gh Comm ssioner to Ml aysi a
Veena Sikri | odging a diplomatic protest against the alleged ill-treatnent.

Abdul | ah had assured the Indian Government that he woul d personally get
to the bottomof the incident and said I ndians were not being targeted by
t he police.
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