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Kayveas- Sports
NO LEGAL PROVI SI ONS FOR DEVELOPERS TO PROVI DE SPORTS FACI LI TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- There are no provisions in the Loca
Governnent Act or the Housing Devel opers Act to conpel housing devel opers
to provide sports facilities in areas which they devel op.

Housi ng and Local Government Deputy M nister Datuk M Kayveas said
housi ng devel opers were only required to build the children's playground or
a small recreation area but not sports facilities like a football field.

"The devel opers are only required to build playgrounds and houses of
worship but it is not conpulsory for themto build sports facilities," he
told reporters before chairing the Peoples' Progressive Party (PPP) suprene
council neeting here today.

The PPP president said this when asked to comrent on | ast Thursday's
statement by O ynpic Council of Ml aysia (OCM president Tunku | nran Tuanku
Ja'afar that it was inperative for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad or his cabinet to issue a directive to all relevant nministries to
accept sports as part of their nandate.

Tunku Inran had pointed out that three ninistries -- Education, Defence
and Housing and Local Governnent Mnistries, apart fromthe Youth and
Sports Mnistry, should play a nore prominent role in devel opnment of sports
in the country.

Tunku I nran's opinion was shared by the Football Association of
Mal aysi a (FAM) deputy president Tengku Abdul | ah Sul tan Ahmad Shah.

"The Housi ng and Local Governnent Mnistry nmust also play its part.
Maki ng avail able parks and fields in every residential area nust be
enphati cal | y i npl enent ed.

"How can kids grow up in a sports culture when they don't have parks to
play on, or if their existing fields are being taken away in the nane of
econom ¢ devel opnent .

"For every field you take away to set up condos (condomi ni ums) or
what ever, you are depriving a sport of hundreds of talents," Tengku
Abdul | ah was quoted as saying in the New Straits Ti nes today.

Kayveas said if there was a cabinet directive, then the Local
Governnent Act and the Housi ng Devel opers Act needed to be anended to
conmpel devel opers to set up sports facilities at housing estates.

"Now swi mmi ng pools are build only by devel opers of apartnments but in
normal housing estates there are no sports facilities...may be just a
j oggi ng track but nothing nuch.

"If we are serious in making sports nore effective then the devel opnent
shoul d be full fledged. |If the cabinet gives the nod then we will go ahead
and armend the Act but we have to seek the views of the devel opers as well, "
he added.
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