28 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - Educat i on
NO NECESSI TY TO TEACH OTHER SUBJECTS | N ENGLI SH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
there is no necessity to teach other subjects in school in English, other
than what is being inplemented for Mathemati cs and Sci ence now.

"No, | don't think that there is necessity (to teach other subjects in
English).

"It is very inportant that we keep our identity and our |anguage,” he
said during an interviewin the Asian Wall Street Journal progranmme, aired
by CNBC TV, tonight.

He said this in response to a question whether he was hopi ng that
Engl i sh woul d be used in the teachi ng of other subjects too.

On the use of the English | anguage in teaching Mat henmatics and Sci ence
in schools, Dr Mahathir said it was because of the new situation and needs
due to the rapid change in new technol ogy, particularly the information
technology (IT).

Sayi ng that he did not change his mnd over the Ml ay-based education
systemwith the re-introduction of English, he said that he had al ways told
Mal aysi ans to have a good conmand of Engli sh.

However, he said other views m ght have influenced people in opposing
the inpl ementati on of teaching Maths and Science in English, and they had
gone overboard in the sense that they had di sregarded the inportance of
Engli sh.

"And now of course because of the new technology, IT in particular,
command of English has becone absol utely necessary. Ot herw se, we cannot
make any progress.

"So there is no harmin nodifying or changing policy, an old policy,
because of new situations," he said.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that the change of policy in the education system
was made after discussion with Cabi net nmenbers.

"This is something that | did not do on my own. It is done with
cooperation, after discussion with ny colleagues and | don't want to | eave
probl ens behind. If there is anything that I can do to resol ve probl ens
then | will do (it)," he said.

Dr Mahat hir has announced that he would retire fromall party and
governnent posts after the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) neeting
here in Cctober. He has nanmed Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi as his successor

Dr Mahathir fielded questions on a range of subjects including his
retirenent, Islamand his hopes for the upconm ng Non-Aligned Mouvenent (NAM
Sumit next nonth and the O C sumit, as well as topics on political,
security and international spheres.

On his retirement, the Prinme Mnister said he had agreed to stay a
little longer on two conditions, that he would be allowed to retire after
the O C neeting and woul d be given two nmonths holiday after the NAM sunmit.

"Of course the Non-Aligned Movenrent and O C neeting are the two things
that |'ve agreed on during nmy tinme and sone foreign | eaders are expecting
me to be there," he said.

On a question that Abdull ah should be given a fresh nandate to begin
his prem ership, he said: "Well, one of the things |I've said recently was
that all those people who were with ne should at |east offer to resign or
shoul d actually resign. They nmay be re-appointed by the new | eadershi p. .
it's good to have the new | eader pick his owmn team"



On whet her he was concerned that there would be an absence of what
peopl e called strong | eaders in Asia, Dr Mahathir said he did not think and
even assune that he was a strong | eader.

"I don't look at nyself as a strong leader. | |ook at nyself as a
person who has been given the responsibility and | try to carry out ny
responsibility as best | can,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who has been Prine Mnister for 22 years, said he had been
inpolitics for along tinme and that it was tine for himto retire.

On what was his achi evenent, he said: "Well, | can say that I'm
satisfied with what |1've done and what | have not achieved is to change the
m ndset of nmy own people.”

However, he said he was glad that to a certain extent he had succeeded
but not to the degree he had hoped for.

On what he planned to do after retiring, the |longest serving | eader in
Asia said he would take a rest and record sone of his experiences which
coul d be useful for researchers in the future.
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