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NO PLAN TO QUI T AS PRESI DENT UNTI L SUCCESSI ON | SSUE SETTLED - DR LI NG

KAMPAR, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
said today he has no plans to resign as the party chief but willing to go
if the succession issue can be solved before his termexpires in 2005.

At the monent, Dr Ling said he had no plans on his mnd to resign
before his termended as inportant nil estones had to be achi eved, anobng
them the succession problem

"But, if for exanple, you achi eve the succession problem by Jan 2005,
then | amready to go," he told reporters after inspecting the preparations
for tonorrow s ground-breaking cerenony for Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahnan's
(Utar) main canpus by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Dr Ling, who announced | ast week that he had sent an undated
resignation letter as the Transport Mnister to Dr Mahathir in August | ast
year, was asked if he planned to relinquish the party post too.

He said he sinply could not step down fromthe party post as there are
a lot of inmportant things to be done first.

"l cannot say | want to go tonorrow when you don't conplete a | ot of
things. So, that's ny neaning. | amnot saying when (to step down)," he
sai d.

Dr Ling, however, declined to answer when asked when he intends to
retract his resignation letter to Dr Mahathir foll owing the Prine
M nister's statenment today that he had not decided on the natter.

Dr Mahathir told reporters in Putrajaya today that he woul d nake t he
decision when it suits his tine and the governnent's interest because he
had to think very carefully when replacing a minister in a very inportant
posi tion.

Instead, Dr Ling said, he had given the letter to Dr Mahathir and the
Prime M nister knows when the suitable or appropriate tine to decide on the
nmatter.

He said the question of who or how |l ong they served in the Cabinet
depends on the Prime Mnister's prerogative.

"But, when the tine cones, | will only go with thankful ness and
gratitude in my heart because | was given this opportunity to serve the
nation and do nation service at such a high |l evel,"” he added.
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