18 APR 2003
Abdul | ah- SARS
NO PRESSURE | N REVOKI NG BAN ON VI S| TORS FROM THREE COUNTRI ES - ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 18 (Bernama) -- Acting Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d the governnent was not under any pressure to
revoke the ban on visitors from Canada, Hong Kong and Tai wan follow ng the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS).

He said the revocation of the ban which was inposed on visitors from
these three countries was nade as the governnent was satisfied with the
actions taken by these countries to screen and conduct nedi cal exani nations
on their nationals wishing to | eave the country.

In addition, the governnment had al so contacted the Ml aysi an m ssions
in these countries fromtine to tine to find out the devel opnent concerning
SARS there, he said at a nedia conference after chairing the Umo suprene
council neeting, here today.

He was responding to a question whether the governnent's nove to revoke
the ban on visitors fromthese three countries after its inplenentation a
week ago had been due to pressure fromany party.

Yest erday, Abdullah's office announced the revocation of the ban on
visitors fromthese three countries but maintai ned the ban on two ot her
countries nanely China and Vi et nam

Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo deputy president, said there was also a
condition inposed on visitors fromthese three countries before entering
Mal aysia, that is, they nust undergo heal th screeni ng before being all owed
entry.

"Certainly with the screening it will be nore effective (in tackling
the spread of the SARS virus)," he said.

Abdul | ah said the SARS i ssue was anong the topics discussed at the
meeting which |l asted nore than three hours. The nmeeting was al so attended
by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is on | eave.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir's presence during the first session of the
meeting was as an invited guest and the prinme mnister had presented his
views on the SARS as well as the uncertainties in the world scenario at the
nonent .

In particular, he had spoken on the United States' invasion of Iraq,
and the possibility of US attacks on Syri a.

Abdul | ah said the prine mnister had al so stressed on the need for the
country to face the uncertainties in world politics as they could threaten
and endanger the country.

Dr Mahathir rem nded that the governnent nust be strong and take
appropriate nmeasures to tackle the negative effects fromthe war inlraq to
prevent the situation in the country frombecom ng worse, said Abdul | ah.

He said Dr Mahathir also wanted the country's economi ¢ strength and
solidarity to be muintained

"It's inportant that we ensure resilience in the country, in the
party's context, Umo nust always be strong because the governnent's
| eadership today is being held by Barisan Nasional and Umo is an inportant
conmponent of the Barisan (Nasional)," he added.
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