06 FEB 2003
Syed Ham d- Wat er
NO NEW LAW ENACTED TO DENY WATER SUPPLY TO S' PORE, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 6 (Bernamm) -- Setting the record straight, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said that Ml aysia has not enacted any
new |l aw to deny the supply of water to the island republic.

He said the fact was that Ml aysia has been supplying water to
Si ngapore since 1927 and will continue to do so in future.

Speaking at a joint nedia conference with his Singaporean counterpart,
S. Jayakumar, after the signing of the special agreement to bring the Pul au
Batu Puteh dispute to the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Syed
Ham d said the question of Malaysia not honouring its obligation, as hinted
by Jayakumar earlier, was m sl eadi ng.

"We are not happy with the current price of 3 sen (per 1,000 gallon of
raw wat er) whi ch we consi der unreasonabl e and not reflective of the current
situation," Syed Hani d sai d.

Jayakumar earlier said that no unilateral action should be taken to
render the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore wat er agreenment null and void, including by
enacting donestic | aw on the part of Ml aysia.

In Cctober |ast year, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Seri Dr Rais Yatimreportedly said that if Singapore continues to be
"unreasonabl e", Ml aysia may introduce new |l egislation and use it to
overrule the two water agreenents signed by the two countries in 1961 and
1962.

Si ngapore has insisted that after a | apse of 25 years, Ml aysia has no
| egal basis for asking for a price review after failing to do so in 1986
and 1987.

Queried on the publication of confidential documents pertaining to the
wat er negoti ati ons between both sides, Jayakumar cl ai med that Singapore did
it to "set the record straight" after being at the receiving end of
accusations pertaining to its position on the water tal ks with Ml aysi a.

Syed Hanmid said that Malaysia's position on the matter was that in a
negotiation, anything related to that shoul d be kept confidential and
private.

"I'n a negotiation also, we believe that positions will keep on changi ng
wher eby the publication of sone letters, it msleads a | ot of things or
di scussi ons that we have between us,"” he said.

He said that both sides could not conduct their relations through the
medi a as quoting some nmedia or letters which were not updated on the | atest
situation made it difficult to arrive at any solution.

Neverthel ess, Syed Hanmid said that both sides should not engage in
fault-finding but rather strive to build bridges between themw th greater
under st andi ng, mindful of the sensitivities involved.

On whether the text of the special agreenment woul d be nmade publi c,
Jayakumar said that he did not see any problemin doing so, a view shared
by Syed Hanmid who said that if there was a necessity to publish the
docurent, Mal aysia had no problemw th that.

Jayakunmar al so responded on remarks by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad t hat Si ngapore was maki ng Mal aysia a scapegoat in an
attenpt to divert the attention of Singaporeans fromserious internal
probl ens, includi ng econoni ¢ woes.

To this, the Singaporean diplomat said his governnment does not duck
issues as it is upfront with the people regarding problens the country may
face, including in economy or security.



- - BERNAMA
HS MAM AHH RM



	NO NEW LAW ENACTED TO DENY WATER SUPPLY TO S'PORE, SAYS SYED HAMID (Bernama 06/02/2003)

