23 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
MALAYS MUST ADOPT NOBLE VALUES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 23 (Bernamm)-- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
toni ght the Ml ays nust adopt noble values such as patience, sincerity,
honesty, diligence, sticking to principles and willingness to face
chal | enges.

The Prine Mnister said these noble values could devel op the nation and
the Mal ays thensel ves.

These val ues nust always be instilled anong the Ml ays, he said at the
I ndependent Mal ays Gat hering organi sed by the Young Mal ays Secretariat at
the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC), here.

About 1,200 Mal ays conprising professionals, undergdaduates and school
students attended the gathering.

"I'f we are willing to struggle first only then will Allah fulfil our
prayers,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Malays nust understand that to succeed they nust
first work hard.

Great patience, strong know edge and strict discipline were needed in
order for the Mal ays to succeed, he said.

He said that for the Malays to be successful, they nust train
t hensel ves to seek know edge, nmke repeated attenpts, and not to despair
easily.

"The failure of the New Economc Policy (NEP) ampong the Malays is
because they like to take the easy way out by selling their shares,
contracts, APs (Approval Permits) which are given to them" he said

Bum puteras only achieved 19 per cent of the 30 per cent targeted for
the Mal ays under the NEP, even then, it was because there were Bum putera
institutions which kept the shares for them

Dr Mahathir said the Malays nust plan and form strategi es for success

"They must know how to nmake plans and equip thenselves with know edge
to act when the tinme cones," he said.

He praised the Mal ays who were not power hungry and thus contributed to
the country's success.

However, he was still dissatisfied with the achievenments of the Ml ays
in neeting their targets.

Al t hough nany had succeeded in business and industries, these
achi evenents could still not guarantee their future, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Malays were not trained to control their desires
to the extent that many were involved in drug abuse, rapes and incest.

Al'so present at the function were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali
and Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad chairman Datuk Dr Awang Adek Hussin.
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