24 APR 2003
Abdul | ah- Economi st
NOBCDY CAN DI SM SS PROGRESS BROUGHT ABOUT BY PM SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today that nobody including the Western nedi a
coul d dism ss the progress and successes achi eved by Ml aysi a under the
| eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

Abdul | ah said that under the prinme mnister, Mlaysia energed as a
country whi ch was prosperous, progressive and harnonious and a nation which
was respected and held in high esteem

He said this in a statenent follow ng the publication of an article on
the change of |eadership in Malaysia in the April 5 edition of "The
Econom st" which anong others, contains strong attacks agai nst the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir.

Abdul | ah said that the article gave a negative picture of the country's
devel opnent and progress under the prinme mnister.

"It is obvious fromthe article that the witer and the nmgazi ne have
ill will against the country's |eadership," he said.

Abdul | ah said that the progress and successes achi eved by Ml aysi a
under Dr Mahat hir were obvious and in fact acknow edged within the country
and in the international arena.

"Nobody, including the Western nedia, can dismss this fact," he said
in the four-paragraph statenent.

According to the acting prine ninister, the article nust not be wongly
interpreted or exploited by any parties.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who is Unmo vice
president, also ticked off the witer of the article, Christopher Lockwood,
for not giving an accurate and true picture of the country's | eadership and
t he governnent's polici es.

He al so expressed regret that Lockwood had nmade personal attacks
agai nst Dr Mahathir.

The article concluded, under a sub-heading "A Qualified Success”, that:
"The greatest service Dr Mahathir coul d render Ml aysia after all these
years would be to retire, full stop.”

The article also states that: "Installing Dr Mahathir in Jeddah where
the OCis based, would have anot her great advantage, for Ml aysia at
|l east; it would get himout of the country.”

"WII he (Abdull ah, when he takes over) be able to dispense with the
authoritarianismthat to many, has made Dr Mahathir [ ook nore than a jailer
t han guardi an of his people.”

| ssues touched in the article included race rel ations, the New Econom ¢
Policy, the Internal Security Act (ISA), expenditure on nmega projects, the
PAS threat and the capability of Umo and the Bari san Nasi onal .

He said that conparisons were made in the article between Dr Mahathir
and Abdul | ah, which coul d create m sunderstandi ng over the power change
process i n Cctober.

"I't nust be stressed that | eaders have their own style and the fact
that Dr Mahat hir has named Abdul | ah as his successor showed that he and the
party are confident of Abdullah's capability to carry out the job," he
sai d.

Najib said that the article was not bal anced, failing to take into
account the huge successes and acconplishnents of Dr Mahathir in devel opi ng
Mal aysia into a progressive |Islamc nation.

He said that other issues raised in the article were al so bi ased,



frequently highlighted by the opposition, with the views of the governnent
si del i ned.

Asked on the action that may be taken by Umo over the article, Najib
said that the party could propose that the government ban the distribution
of the mamgazi ne, published in London.

However, he said, it was essential that the governnent express an
appropriate view of Ml aysia's achi evenents and the country's stand.
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