17 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - Umo
NOBCDY | S PERMANENT | N UWNO, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

CYBERJAYA, Jan 17 (bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that nobody is permanent in Umo and | eadershi p changes
will be made if there is a need to do so.

However, he said, at the nmonent there was no specific plan to change
the Umo | eadership in the other states as had been done in the Kel antan
Umo |iaison conmttee

"Nobody is permanent, if there is a need to change we change, but we
have no specific programme,"” he told reporters after |aunching
I nvent  aya tenporary research and devel opnent (R&D) facility here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Umo president, was asked whet her the
changes in Kelantan Umo | eadership woul d extend to other states.

“"I'f 1"'mnot able to carry on my work, | also have to go. So, |'m going.
If I can go, other people can go also," he said.

At the end of his two-day visit to Kelantan yesterday, Dr Mhathir
announced a maj or shake-up of the Kelantan Umo of fice-bearers, with deputy
head Dat uk Annuar Misa and three others bei ng dropped.

Saying that he was exercising his prerogative as party chief, Dr
Mahat hir named prom nent |awer Zaid | brahim who is the Kota Baharu Umo
division chief, to take over Annuar's place while retaining Datuk Mistapa
Mohanmed as the state Umo chief.

Al so pi cked were Bachok division deputy chief and Tenaga Nasi ona
chai rman Datuk Dr Awang Adek Hussin, who replaced Datuk Dr N k Hussain
Abdul Rahman as treasurer; Tunpat deputy chief Nawawi Jusoh who repl aced
Tuan Hashi m Tuan Yaakob (Kubang Kerian chief) as |iaison secretary and
Peri ngat deputy chief Che Alwi Che Ahmad took over as information chi ef
fromlsmail Mamat (Machang chief).

Asked whether the changes in the Umo | eadership in Kelantan was an
i ndication that the general election was inmnent, he said: " I'll tell you
when there is an el ection.”

Pressed further on when he planned to call for the el ection, he said:
"I"mnot obliged to informyou."

Inventaya is a tenporary research and devel opnent facility in
Cyberjaya to bring in new technol ogi es by Reveo, a US-based conpany.
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