26 JUN 2003
Par | i anent - Lapt ops
NONE OF PM S CHI LDREN AWARDED LAPTOP CONTRACTS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat was told today that
none of the prinme mnister's children was involved in the award of
contracts to supply | aptops to schools.

Education Mnistry parlianentary secretary Datuk Mahadzir Khir said
that based on the profiles of the conpanies that were awarded the
contracts, none of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s children was |isted as
owner or board director.

He said this inreply to an original question from Hassan Mhaned
(PAS-Besut) who wanted to know whet her any of the conpani es supplying the
| apt ops belonged to the prine mnister's children

He said the 10 conpani es awarded the contracts were Apex Comuni cation
Sdn Bhd, 1@V Technol ogy Sdn Bhd, Metronics Engi neering Sdn Bhd, MHS
Resources Sdn Bhd, M npbs Smart Conputing Sdn Bhd, Nuinfra Consolidated Sdn
Bhd, Prinmabum Sdn Bhd, Sal uran Fajar Sdn Bhd, SJA Trade and Services Sdn
Bhd and Stack | ntegrator Sdn Bhd.

He said 48,639 | aptops were supplied to schools this year at a cost of
RMb, 500 t o RMb, 800 per unit, depending on the brand.

To a question fromWan Ni k Wan Ni k Yusof f (PAS-Bachok), Mhadzir said
that six conpani es were appoi nted through direct negotiations with the
mnistry to devel op the courseware for mat hematics, science and English for
use in schools.

They were sel ected based on their vast experience and sophisticated
t echnol ogy, he said.

He said the ministry constantly nonitored the use of the laptops in
school s and had al | ocated RMLO, 000 and RMb, 000 respectively to each
secondary and primary school for the naintenance of the nachines as well as
to ensure that they were kept safely in roonms with grilles.
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