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NORMAL AFFAI R AT 57TH UVNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Bernanmm) -- Next week's 57th Umo Ceneral
Assenbly, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s | ast as Umo president, is
expected to be a normal affair with no special events lined up for the
occasi on.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said this was in
accordance with the Prine Mnister's wish that the general assenbly be held
like in previous years.

"Anyhow we still have a few nore nonths before October (the nonth when
Dr Mahathir |eaves office)...the difference this tine is definitely in the
speeches. "

He said this at the news conference on the 57th Umo General Assenbly
schedul ed for June 17-21 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here,
t oday.

Khal il said the inportant aspect was the focus on Dr Mahathir's keynote
address and the Umo president's nessage during his wi nding-up speech.

"If there is anything special (at the general assenbly), then it is in
t he speeches including during the debate by del egates and not on events,
preparation or facilities," he said.

Khal il said:"The del egates' focus is definitely on the president's
speech, Dr Mahathir's keynote address and w ndi ng-up speech is eagerly
awai ted by all."

A total of 2,248 del egates including observers are expected to attend
the Umo general assenbly.

At |last year's Umo general assenbly, Dr Mahathir shocked the nation
when the prinme ninister announced that he was stepping down fromhis party
and gover nment posts.

He withdrew his decision to quit after being coaxed by party | eaders
and nenbers. Dr Mahathir later named his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi as his successor.

Under this succession plan, Dr Mahathir continues to be the prine
mnister until the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) neeting in
COct ober before handing his post to Abdul |l ah.

On the president's keynote address to be debated by the state Umo
I'iaison chiefs and heads of party wi ngs, he said this was to show undi vi ded
support for Dr Mahathir and his deputy who woul d be taking over the
| eader shi p.

"This (debate) will be nore authoritative in representing each state
and depicts a nore serious tone in recording the appeciation (for Dr
Mahat hir)," said Khalil

He said three notions woul d be tabled -- president's keynote address,
religion and educati on/ econony.

On the 57th Umo general assenbly, Khalil said it woul d begin Tuesday
with a cl osed-door briefing by the party president for Suprenme Counci
nmenbers, Youth, Wanita and Puteri exco nenbers as well as state liaison
chiefs, heads of state party wings and state party secretaries at Dewan
Mer deka.

Later in the evening, the Umo deputy president woul d sinultaneously
open the Umo Youth, Wanita and Puteri assenbli es.

The three Umo wings will hold their respective general assenblies on
Wednesday with the Umo Youth in Dewan Tun Dr Ismail, Wanita (Dewan
Merdeka) and Puteri (Dewan Tun Hussein Onn).



Openi ng of the Umo General Assenbly is on Thursday at Dewan Merdeka.
The party president will host a dinner for the del egates the sane day with
the deputy president hosting another the next day.

Si xty-seven local and foreign nmedia organisations have registered with
the Umo headquarters to cover the Umo general assenbly.

Ei ghteen foreign political parties including that from Canbodi a, Syria,
Iran, Turkey and Indonesia will send observers to the event.

Representatives from44 Umo clubs abroad will al so be present.
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