17 OCT 2003
A C- Abdul | ah
ABDULLAH SAYS PM | S NOT ANTI - JEW

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw said
today that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s speech yesterday
was constructive criticismfocused mainly on the Mislins.

"He is not anti-Jew. He said what is happening because we (Mislins)
have been oppressed. The advice was for Miuslins," the deputy prinme mnister
told reporters after hosting bilateral talks with nine | eaders who are
attending the 10th Organi sation of Islamc Conference (OC) Summit here

"But what is inportant is he gave a lot of ideas and we nust not be
diverted," he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had repeatedly said that he was not
anti-semtic or anti-Jew

He said the Muslinms could not expect others to help the unmah but
shoul d i nstead seek ways to develop their own econom es.

Touching on the bilateral talks, he said there had been a shift in
t hi nking as nost of the countries were now stressing devel oping their
respecti ve economi es.

"It has been different fromthe past talks I had with them where we
focused on political issues but today we di scussed nore on trade and
i nvestments anong O C nenbers, " he said

It was a good sign that the Miuslimnations were now nore keen on
expandi ng their econom es and devel opi ng the education and tourism sectors,
he added.

Abdul | ah al so said that nobst of the |eaders agreed to extend their ful
cooperation to himto lead the OC after Dr Mahathir steps down end of this
nont h.
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