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By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM will
be further consolidated and strengthened under the chairmanship of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, Nami bi an President Dr Sam Nuj orma
sai d today.

There woul d be enhanced Sout h- Sout h cooperation during the next three
years of Ml aysia's chairmanship, he told Bernama in an excl usive interview
on the sidelines of the 13th NAM sunmt here.

"The novenment of the non-aligned countries under Dr Mahathir Mhanad is
in very good hands," he said.

Dr Nujoma said as an experienced | eader, Dr Mahathir would surely
pronote and work towards not only Sout h-South cooperation but al so greater
Nort h- Sout h cooperation in the interest of NAMcountri es.

He said Dr Mahathir was known for his efforts in working for the comon
good of | ess devel oped and devel opi ng countries and as such, the NAM
countries could expect efforts for the pronotion of nore trade cooperation
as well for the peace and stability of the world.

Replying to a question, Dr Nujona said Nam bia and Mal aysia coul d work
together in contributing to the progress of NAMthrough consultation as
Nam bia is al so a nenber of various African organi sations such as the
African Union and Sout hern African Devel opnent Conmunity.

The African continent nmakes up the largest group in NAMwith all its 53
countries represented.

Dr Nujoma said NAM was bound to have differences of opinion due to its
| arge menbership of 116 countries fromvarious continents.

"So, therefore, differences of opinion are bound to arise. But on major
i ssues |ike maintaining peace and stability and pronoting trade and
cooperation...this, | think we all are united," he said.

Dr Nujoma said the pronotion of peace and stability anbng NAM countries
was very inportant as a prerequisite for econom c devel opnent.

According to Dr Nujoma, the strengthening of South-South cooperation
and better economic rel ati ons anong NAM countries were vital for the
i mprovenment of l|iving standards in these countries, especially in areas
i ke poverty eradication.

"Wth that, | expect the South to be in a strong position in dealing
with the North in econom c devel opnent (issues),"” he said.

Dr Nujoma al so said he did not think that the novenent had any failure
inits history as it had played an inportant role in the decol oni sation
process of many African and Asian countries.

The 74-year-old |eader is Nam bia's first president after the country
gai ned i ndependence in 1990. He | ed the South West African People's
Organi sation (SWAPO) struggl e against white rule for nore than 25 years.

As a | eader of the liberation novenment, Dr Nujoma attended the Bandung
Conference in 1955, where NAMwas formed, and the first NAMsunmit in
Yugosl avia in 1961
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