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Zahar ah- Soci al
NSP Al M5 TO TACKLE SOCI AL WOES - DR SITI ZAHARAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bernamm) -- The National Social Policy (NSP) wll
be a key instrument to address the country's social ills in a concerted and
effective way, National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Sit
Zahar ah Sul ai ran sai d today.

The policy, to be tabled at the cabinet neeting on Feb 19, woul d be the
mai n policy enconpassing all social devel opment policies based on the
nation's constitution, Rukunegara and Vi sion 2020, she said.

"The NSP wi || guide the inplenmentation and nmanagenent of soci al
devel opnent so it is in tandemw th the country's econom c devel opnent, to
produce a progressive nation," Dr Siti Zaharah said at a nedia conference
after officiating the mnistry's 2003 gat hering and | aunching of its |ogo
her e.

She is confident the cabinet would accept the NSP, anended since 1999
and approved by the Cabinet Conmittee to Conbat Social Problens, wthout
any difficulties as it was refined and di scussed at every stage.

“In principle we are waiting for the Cabinet's approval. All
preparations to introduce NSP at the national and district |evel had been
done and will be inplenmented once it is approved," said Dr Siti Zaharah

To achieve the policy's objective, the National Social Council, chaired
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, would be fornmed to
coordinate and nonitor its progress at all |evels.

"The joint participation of the government, non-governnent al
organi sations and the private sector is an approach to tackle the social
problens in a nore focused and integrated method, the target being the
community," she added.

Dr Siti Zaharah said at present no concerted efforts exist to solve
soci al woes and actions are taken by individual agencies.

But with NSP the ministry could be the prine nover, identify neglected
probl ens or address new i ssues, while other agencies play a secondary role.

"W will zero in and tackle the social issues based on four approaches
-- pronotion, prevention, intervention and rehabilitation,” she said.

Earlier in her speech, Dr Siti Zaharah said the mnistry ainmed to
enhance work quality and services to nmeet chall enges of gl obalisation,

I'i beralisation and the information technol ogy.

"All staff nust understand the ministry's vision, mssion and
obj ective, and appreciate their roles. They nust work strategically within
the limted resources available. If we fail to deliver, non-governnental
organi sations are ready to take over the responsibilities," she said.

VWil e stressing on the mnistry's three target areas this year
-- social devel opnent, national unity and children, she said staff
shoul d focus on projects with substance and sustai nabl e programes.

Wth an increased adm nistration allocation of RM43 nillion, conpared
to last year's RM33 nmillion, the ministry and agenci es need to plan and
i mpl ement programes according to schedule to reap nmaxi mum benefits, Dr
Siti Zaharah sai d.

"Last year our efforts did not bring nmuch success because proposal s
needed approval s fromthe federal agencies that took plenty of tine."

She hoped the new ministry's logo with the theme "Kesej aht eraan Sosi al
Teras Perpaduan” (social harnmony is pillar of unity) would boost the spirit
of the staff.

She advi sed themto enhance their social skills and know edge,



especially in globalisation and terrorism-- two areas that contribute to
soci al probl ems whi ch coul d hanper the conpetitiveness of a country.
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