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DR M SELF-Dl SCI PLI NE EFFECTI VE WEAPON AGAI NST CORRUPTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 28 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysians should be instilled with
hi gh sel f-di scipline and good values to reject and fight corruption right
fromthe early age, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t oni ght .

Noti ng that corruption cannot be fought through |aws and puni shnment
al one, he said, the nost effective weapon was discipline and adherence to
good val ues which could deter one from w ongdoi ngs.

"Equip the people with this culture (self-discipline and good val ues)
and three-quarters of the battle will be won," he said when speaking at the
Transparency International Ml aysia National Integrity Medal Awards
presentation.

Dr Mahathir presented the awards posthunmously to Tun Dr Ismail Abdu
Rahman (former deputy prime mnister), Tun Tan Siew Sin (forner Finance
M nister) and Tun Ismail Mhamad Ali (forner Bank Negara Governor).

The awards were received by a representative of their famlies.

Stressing the inportance of good values to be believed and practised by
i ndi vidual s and by the community, he said, personal virtues and qualities
as well as good values were even nore rel evant today than ever before as
peopl e struggle to strike a bal ance between material progress and spiritua
devel opnent .

"Qur concern today is that in allow ng ourselves to be distracted and
consunmed by material rewards, or, calling a spade a spade, greed, we tend
to abandon our personal val ues, values that can nake a world of difference
to the way we order our |ives.

"I"ve absolutely no doubt at all that our future as a viable, nodern
and bal anced nation will depend not only on how quickly we learn to master
cutting edge technol ogi cal innovations, but also, and perhaps even nore
i mportant, how prepared we are as individuals and as a conmunity to
recogni se the inportance of what Tranparency International calls a nation
integrity system" he said.

Al though by reinforcing institutions, ethical standards, |ega
regul ati ons and ot her neasures that standards could be raised and
corruption be reduced, he said, one nust not forget that it took two
- the giver and receiver - for corruption to be consummat ed.

Corruption, as an inpediment and obstacle to sustai nabl e devel opnent,
he said, was an unnecessary and an unproductive cost, has a way of
escal ati ng and conti nuously reducing the conpetitiveness of a country.

He said Mal aysia, whose trade is twice the size of its Goss Donestic
Product (GDP), just could not afford the additional cost and unl ess
Mal aysi ans fight corruption now, the country run the risk of it becom ng
endemi c.

Describing that it was the public, which determ ned whet her corruption
became a culture or not, he said, many believed that the "big fish" must be
got at, but the minnows were not inportant.

"But the culture of corruption begins with the m nnows. They don't stay
m nnows forever. Sonme will get to high places since their early small-tine
i ndi scretions receive no attention

"Besi des, when corruption is tol erated anong the m nnows, the big fish
gets encouraged and society as a whole would accept the practice. It
beconmes a culture and the culture of people is the nost difficult to



change, " he said.

More | aws, including death penalty, could have been formnul ated, but
crime would continue to be committed, he said.

Those who avoid crines, were not really deterred by the aws and the
puni shrent but because they believed it was wong to do so.

"In other words, it is self-discipline and adherence to good val ues
whi ch prevent them from doing what is wong and only incidentally because
of laws and puni shnments," he said.

Dr Mahathir said illegal gratification was attractive because of the
obvi ous i medi at e personal gai ns.

It was difficult to convince the corrupt that he would | ose even if he
was not caught, as in the long run he would have to pay up.

"A country, where corruption is a way of life, would never be able to
devel op, no matter how rich it may be. A country which remains poor cannot
possibly give a good life to the corrupt,” he said.

Speaking at length that historically the Malay states were not able to
progress because of corruption, Dr Mahathir said it took a long tinme before
the sovereignty of the Malay states was restored.

Clearly, he said, a country can be conpletely lost through bribery and
corruption.

Thus, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians, the Malays in particular, should
very well know the dangers of corruption as well as bribery and shoul d
avoid it |ike poison.

"They should learn fromtheir history and they should be constantly be
rem nded of how they lost their independence and very nearly lost their
country conmpletely when (Sir Harold) MM chael treaties were signed.

"Next time, the exit may not be so easy," he warned.
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