08 MAY 2003
Mahat hir-Bi ntul u
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N Bl NTULU TO OPEN PETRONAS LNG COVPLEX

Bl NTULU, May 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad arrived here today to open the RML6.6 billion Petronas |iquefied
natural gas (LNG conpl ex.

H s executive jet |anded at the spanking new Bintulu Airport where he
then boarded a helicopter to proceed to the conplex. He was net at the
airport by Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud.

It was Dr Mahathir's first major official function since returning to
wor k on Monday after a two-nonth vacati on.

Present at the cerenony was Petronas president and chief executive
of ficer Tan Sri Hassan Mari can.

The conplex, the world's |argest LNG production facility on a single
| ocation, covers 276 ha, equivalent to 402 football fields.

It conprises three plants -- MNLG 1, MNLG 2 and MNLG 3. They have a
producti on capacity of 8.1 mllion tonnes per annum ( MIPA), 7.8 MIPA and
6.8 MIPA respectively.

The conplex is conplete with storage tanks and | oading jetties for the
LNG to be stored and exported to overseas customers via special tankers.

The three plants currently enpl oy about 850 people, 80 per cent of whom
are Sarawaki ans.

Since its inception in 1983, to March 31 this year, sone 188 mllion
tonnes of LNG have been shipped fromthe conpl ex, generating US$36. 1
billion (RML37.18 billion) in revenue.

Most of the LNG are exported to Japan, Taiwan and South Korea, where
Mal aysi a's share of their LNG markets stands at 25 per cent, 49 per cent
and 21 per cent respectively.

Mal aysia is at present the third | argest LNG exporter in the world,
accounting for 13 per cent or 15 million tonnes per annum of gl obal
exports, after Indonesia and Al geria.

Last year, LNG accounted for 5.6 per cent of Malaysia' s gross national
product and 3 per cent of Malaysia's gross exports.

Dr Mahathir will later |eave for Long Bedian in Hulu Baramto | aunch
e-Bedi an and other rural internet facilities for the rural community there.
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