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By: Sal ny Hashim

NEW YORK, Sept 26 (Bernamm) -- The people of Ml aysia Thursday
presented to the United Nations a beautiful "Tepak Sireh" set nade of gold
and silver, and encrusted with precious gens -- 46 years after beconing a
menber of the world body.

The specially hand-crafted tepak sireh, which glitters under natura
light, is displayed on the third floor of the United Nations building. It
sits opposite an inposing and inpressive barge -- also nmade of gold -- from
Thai | and.

Each nenber country can present a gift to the UN which is then
di spl ayed in the UN buil ding.

The tepak sireh was presented by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
Secretay-CGeneral Kofi Annan, mnutes before the prine mnister delivered
his final speech as head of governnent at the 58th UN General Assenbly.

Dr Mahathir explained to Annan the significance of the gift. In olden
days, the tepak sireh, a container for betel |eaves, was a significant part
of conversations, negotiations and i nportant cerenpnies in the royal
courts, village gatherings and in the hones of ordinary people.

The betel leaf is offered to guests as an ice-breaker. The tepak sireh
remai ns today as a centrepiece of traditional cerenpnies.

"The tepak sireh is thus an inportant synbol of diplonmacy, dial ogue,
friendship and cooperation,” Dr Mahathir said, adding " This is what the
United Nations synbolises and should stand for during these trying tines."

"The tepak sireh set, supported by four traditional Ml ay weapons
securely sheathed in their scabbard, testified to the peaceful intentions
of the Mal aysi an people and their hope for everlasting peace, he said.

Annan, in accepting the gift, said: "There is no nore fitting or
i mportant nessage that Mal aysia could send to the world at this difficult
time in human affairs.”

"That message is well in keeping with Ml aysia's constructive and
commtted role as a nmenber state of the United Nations -- as a contributor
to UN peace operations; and as a | eading voice for devel opi ng and
non-al i gned nations as well as a pronoter of dial ogue and under st andi ng
anong the peoples of the world,"” he said.

"That makes your nation particularly well equipped to host next nonth's
summt of the Organisation of the Islanmc Conference, which, given the
events of the past year in your region and beyond, pronises to be one of
the nost inportant in the history of the OC, " Annan said

The tepak sireh set is arranged on a tray surrounded by 14 condi nment
vessel s or "cenbul s" representing the 13 states and the Federal Territory.
The main box is supported by four traditional weapons -- Keris Senmenanjung,
Keri s Tanjung, Parang Il ang and Tunbuk Lada.

Desi gned by Henry Bong and produced by Pucuk Rebung Royal Gallery
Museum the concept was originally conceived by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar
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