17 OCT 2003
O C- Pal esti ne (Comuni que)
O C CONDEMNS | SRAELI THREAT ON ARAFAT

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 17 (Bernamm) -- The Organi sation of the Islamc
Conference (O C), which ended its 10th sunmit here today, has strongly
condemed the Israeli threats on the denocratically el ected Pal estinian
| eader, Yasser Arafat.

The 57-menber organi sation has al so expressed its deep concern over the
di sastrous econom c repercussions of the ongoing |Israeli aggression and
called for an i mredi ate cessati on.

The O C appeal ed to the international comunity to force Israel to
abi de by the United Nations resolution requesting Israel to refrain from
jeopardi sing the safety of the Pal estinian | eader and not to deport any
Pal estinian citizen out of their honel and.

In its conmuni que rel eased at the end of the two-day Leaders Sunmit at
the Putrajaya Convention Centre, here, the OC requested the internationa
community to conpel Israel to renpbve the apartheid wall which encroaches
upon the Pal estinian | and.

The O C al so strongly condemmed the perpetration by |Israel of the
crinmes of murder, detention, destruction of hones, denolition of
infrastructure, the inposition of collective sanctions on the Pal estinian
peopl e and the violation of the sanctity of Islamic holy places.

The conference requested the international conmunity to ensure the
I sraeli occupation forces' withdrawal from occupi ed Pal estinian and Arab
territories and the lifting of the Israeli siege inposed on the Pal estinian
peopl e and | eadership

Arafat was unable to conme to Malaysia for the sunmit because of the
split in the | eadership and an Israeli policy to have himexiled, deported
or elimnated.

The 106-poi nt comruni que, which touched on several topics affecting the
Musl i mworl d, al so condemmed |sraeli policy which refused to abide by the
UN Security Council Resol ution concerning the occupied Syrian Gol an apart
fromreaffirmng the need to establish an i ndependent Pal estian State with
Al -Quds Sharif as its capital.

The conference, the biggest Islanic gathering since Sept 11, 2001, also
urged the UN Security Council to endorse the "Road Map" and the need to
di spatch international di sengagenent forces between Pal estini ans and
Israelis to guarantee stability in the region.

The sunmit, the first ever to be held in the Asia Pacific region, was
mar ked by the historic appearance of Russian President Vladinmr Putin who
delivered a speech at the opening cerenony.

The O C al so wel coned Russia's desire to establish strong rel ations
wi th the organi sation.

On Iraq, the conference reaffirnmed the need for all to respect Iraq's
sovereignty, political independence, national unity and territorial
integrity.

It also stressed the right of the Iragi people to freely determ ne
their own political future and to have full control over its natural
resources and to establish a broad-based and fully representative
governnent and the need to accelerate the restoration of the ful
sovereignty of Ilragqg.

The conference al so hailed the constitution of the Transnati onal
Governing Council of Irag on July 13, 2003, and the establishment of a
cabinet as a step toward the achi evenent of this end.



In this connection, it showed the central role that the United Nations
shoul d play in post-war Iraqg.

The O C also reaffirmed the principle of non-interference in the
internal affairs of Iraq and the need for the latter to establish good
relations with all its neighbours and to abide by the existing treaties and
agreenments, particularly those relevant to internationally recogni sed
bor ders.

The O C indicated the obligations of the occupation forces in
accordance with the international |aw, particularly the 1949 Geneva
Convention, and this respect, stressed the responsibility of the occupation
forces for the protection of the civil and religious rights and the
cultural, religious and historical heritage of the Iraqgi people.

It reaffirmed the need for these forces to act in such a way that
guar ant ees respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of lraq's
nei ghbouri ng st at es.

It strongly condemmed the crimnal terrorist bonbings in Irag and the
Uni ted Nations headquarters in Baghdad.

The conference al so condemmed t he genoci de acts perpetrated by the
former reginme in Irag agai nst i nnocent people fromlraq, |Iran and ot her
countries and the killing of Kuwaiti prisoners of war.

The conference called for the prosecution of the fornmer Iraqi regine's
of ficials who perpetrated these crimes.

It reiterated its comm tnent and determi nation to conbat terrorismin
all fornms, including state terrorism and also to contribute to
multilateral efforts to counter this scourge

It rejected selectivity and duplicity of standards in conbating
terrorismand all attenpts to associate with a particular religion or
cul ture.

The | eaders voiced their support for an international conference to be
hel d under the aegis of the United Nations (UN) to define terrorism

The conference reaffirmed the need to sign a convention on
international terrorismto distinguish between terrorismand the legitinmate
struggle for the right to self-determ nation of people Iiving under foreign
domi nati on.

It stressed that the cases of alien occupation are governed by
i nternational humanitarian | aw and not by conventions on terrorismand
urged nmenber states to ratify the OC Treaty for Conbating International
Terrorism

The conference reaffirmed its contribution to maintain peace and
security at the regional and international |evels in favour of O C nmenber
states in accordance with the UN Charter

The | eaders also called for the settlenment of di sputes anbng states
t hrough di al ogues on the basis of international |law and to respect the
princi pl e of non-interference.

On Syria, the conference stressed its solidarity with the Syrians in
the face of the external threats and condemmed the |Israeli aggression,
urging the UN Security Council to take nmeasures to prevent a recurrence.

Touchi ng on Afghani stan, the conference comended the efforts nmade by
the Transnational government of Afghan to restore state power and called on
nmenber states to | end technical support to the government.

Expressing its concern over the lack of security and instability
out si de Kabul, the conference wants the UN and the international forces to
extend their activity to all regions in Afghanistan.

On Sierra Leone, the conference reaffirmed its support for the
reconstruction efforts by the Sierra Leone governnent and nade a strong
appeal to nenber states to contribute to the fund

On Sudan, it decided to set up an Islanmic Fund for the devel oprment of



the the country and to prevent obstruction of the peace process.

It strongly condemmed the position of Israel ained at devel opi ng
nucl ear weapons nad refusing to place its nuclear installations under the
control of the International Atom c Energy Agency, which is against al
i nternational conventions.

It also reaffirmed its rejection of the principle of pre-enptive
mlitary attacks agai nst states under any excuse what soever.

The | eaders al so urged the O C secretary-general to expedite the peace
process in Somali and to ensure peace and stability in the country.

The conference reaffirmed its support for the people of Jammu and
Kashmr for their legitimate right to self-determnation by virtue of the
resol utions of the UN

It al so supported the ongoing efforts of Pakistan to seek a peaceful
solution to the dispute through all possible nmeans, including bilatera
talks with I ndia.

In addition, the conference endorsed the Kual a Lunpur Programre of
Action for the Devel opnent and Pronotion of Tourismin OC states as
adopted by the Second Islam c Conference of TourismMnisters in Kual a
Lunpur in October 2001.

The conference also reaffirned the inalienable rights of all states to
devel op nucl ear energy for peaceful purpose.

The | eaders called on states that inpose arbitrary political or |ega
measures, unilateral econom c sanctions or other coercive nmeasures on any
menber states to annul those neasures as they contradict international |aw

The O C also urged the Philippines to diligently end its mlitary
operations in southern Philippines and to i npl enent the peace agreenent
bet ween the Phili ppi ne governnment and the Moro National Liberation Front
signed in 1996.

It underlined the need to devise ways and nmeans to mninmise the adverse
ef fects of globalisation on the econonmes of the O C countries and called
for an equitable share in the benefits of globalisation for all countries.

The conference also rejected all attenpts to include non-trade issues,
such as | abour and environnental standards, into the work programme of the
Wirld Trade Organi sation (WO or to link such issues with trade deal s.

The conference reiterated its appeal to the WIO to strengthen the
devel opnent in various nultilateral trade agreenents through a wi de range
of measures, including preferential treatment for devel opi ng countri es.

The | eaders endorsed the neasures proposed by the O C secretary-genera
to activate the information and comuni cation sector to fulfil its mission
to further pronote the just causes of the unmah.

The conference also called for the convening of a mnisterial
conference on wonen where an action plan would be proposed on the pronotion
of women's role in the devel opment of Islamc societies.

It also called for the convening in the near future of a neeting of
M nisters of Health in nenber states on the epidenic diseases that affect
humans t hrough the respiratory system aninmals, plants and the environnent.

The | eaders unani nously agreed to award Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad the Certificate of Merit in recognition of his unflinching
support, ideas and outstanding contribution to further the causes of the
ummah.
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