02 OCT 2003
MAHATHI R- TRADE
O C CAN BECOVE AN ECONOM C POVER

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Wth assets exceedi ng US$200 billion
(RWZ60 billion), the Organisation of Islamc Conference (O C) countries can
becone a cohesive and dynam c energi ng economni c power in the new
mllennium Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d.

"G ven the right notivations, individuals, businesses and corporations
stand to gain fromenbarking on vigorous intra-trade initiatives anong OC
nations," he said in a nmessage today in conjunction with the
Mal aysi a-inspired i naugural official OC Trade Directory to be | aunched
t onor r ow.

The directory is being |launched on the occasion of the 10th O C Sunmit
in Putrajaya between Cctober 11-18, 2003.

He said that the Muslimmarket offered exciting and chal | engi ng
opportunities to Ml aysi an busi nesses to neet global demand for quality
products and servi ces.

For intra-trade to flourish anong the 57-nenber O C nations, there was
a vital need for neaningful and reliable information directories |Iike the
O C Trade Directory to serve its purpose of connecting the agents of denand
and supply.

Dr Mahathir said that the OC is custodian of nmore than two-thirds of
the world's oil reserves.

Besides this, there are about 200 financial Islamc institutions in the
wor | d.

There are al so nore than 100 nul tinational corporations originating
fromlslamc countries with a conbi ned asset val ue of nore than US$200
billion.

The Prime M nister said that the official OC Trade Directory woul d
serve as a dynam c pulse of activity that seeks to find ways and neans as
wel | as opportunities for the Mal aysi an busi ness community to penetrate the
rich potential markets of the global Mislimconmunity. -- BERNAVA

MR SD



	OIC CAN BECOME AN ECONOMIC POWER (Bernama 02/10/2003)

