26 FEB 2003
O C- Mahat hir (armns)
O C CALLS ON | RAQ TO COVPLY W TH UN RESOLUTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- The Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) today called on lraq to fully conply with the United
Nati ons Resol ution 1441 but felt that there was no need for a second
resolution on Iraqgq' s all eged weapons of mass destructi on.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the O C, which net
informally here today, was of the view that the present resol ution was
adequat e.

"The (UN arns) inspectors should be allowed to continue with the
verification as to whether there are weapons of nass destruction," he told
a nmedi a conference after chairing the infornal nmeeting attended by 51 A C
nmenber s.

Resol ution 1441 calls for lIrag to disarm

To anot her question, he said, sone people believe that Iraq woul d not
conply with the resolution if there was no threat of war.

He said i nspectors had been sent before to Iraq after the Gulf War to
| ook for weapons of mass destruction but they clained that Iraq did not
cooper at e.

"But lIraq did not stop themfromcontinuing. They thensel ves decided to
wi t hdraw, so you cannot blanme Iraq if the i nspectors decided not to
continue with their inspection.

"If they had stayed on, they woul d have been able to continue with
their inspection and |'mquite sure they mght find sonmething if there is
somet hi ng, " he sai d.

He said the problemfaced by Irag was that if it had nothing to show,
then the assunption was that it was hiding or it was telling |lies.

"So, either way Iraq is not going to be able to get off the hook," he
sai d.

The 13th Non- Al i gned Moverment (NAM Sunmit, which ended here yesterday,
i ssued a Statenent on lraq, urging it to adhere to the UN Security Counci
resolution and other rel evant resolutions, to disarm

"W believe that this would be an inportant step opening the way to a
conmpr ehensi ve and peaceful resolution of all pending i ssues between Iraq
and the UN that takes into account the concerns of all affected parti es,
including Iraq' s neighbours,” the |l eaders said in their two-page statenent
on the Iraqgi crisis endorsed at the end of the two-day sunmt.
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