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O C EXPO A PLATFORM TO PROMOTE TRADE AMONG MEMBER COUNTRI ES

By: Janmual uddi n Muhamad

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- The O C Expo 2003 which attracted nore
t han 600 conpani es, including fromnon-nmenber countries, is set to be a
pl atform for enhancing trade anong the 57 nenbers of the Organisation of
the I slam c Conference.

The four non-nenber countries which are taking part -- France, China,
Tai wan and Sout h Korea -- have sent nore than 30 conpani es.

Organi sed by F&R Exhi bition and Conference Sdn Bhd, the expo at
Precinct 5 fromCct 14-19 is being held in conjunction with the 10th O C
Sunmi t.

The conpany's executive director, Datuk Rosle Jaamat, said that
education, tourism food, oil and gas were anpng the products and services
which will be highlighted at the expo.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the expo on
Monday. It is the first of its kind since the establishnment of the OCin
1969.

Among the maj or exhibitors are Qatar with 90 conpani es, followed by
Iran with 70 conpani es.

Rosl e told Bernama that |ack of trade pronotion anong nmenber countries
contributed to the low |l evel of trade anong them conpared with the
non- Musl i mcountri es.

About 100,000 visitors, including trade visitors, are expected to visit
t he expo.

Wth two billion population, he said, the prospect to increase trade
anmong nmenber countries was enor mous.

"Mal aysia could be an inportant trade and busi ness hub for the Mislim
countries and sonme exhibitors | net had al ready acknow edged this," he
sai d.

In the area of education, he said, 26 Ml aysian public and private
institutions of higher |earning woul d showcase their services at the expo
in anove to attract foreign students.

The expo woul d al so show Islamic arts and artifacts dated sonme 500
years ago

Rosl e hoped that such an expo could be held biennially to further
pronote trade and busi ness anmong Miuslimcountries.
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