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O C FOREI GN M NI STERS DI SCUSS | RAQ WEST ASIAN CRISI S

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- The turnoil in lragq and the West Asian
crisis topped the agenda on the first day of the Oganisation of the
I slami ¢ Conference (O C) Foreign Mnisters' Meeting at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre, here.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the neeting proceeded
snoot hly, with the deliberations centred on issues on the Pal estine
conflict, Iraq war and the recent attack on Syria by the Israelis.

Sone nmenber countries said action and not only words need to be taken
by OCto resolve the problens affecting the Muslins in Wst Asia, he told
reporters during lunch break.

"Sonme said O C nust be willing to take action and i npl enent our
deci sions," he said.

The 10th O C Sunmit here is the biggest conference of Miuslimnations
since the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United States.

On Israel's aerial attacks on Syria, Syed Hanid said the neeting agreed
that the attack was agai nst international |aws.

"The nost inportant is for the O C countries to be united to have
solidarity to ensure our voice will be heard," he said.

The ministers of the 57-nenber grouping are preparing for the Leaders
Sunmit on Thursday and Fri day.

Asked whether the issue of an O C backed peacekeepi ng force bei ng sent
0 Irag was di scussed, Syed Ham d said it had not been touched yet.

"W did not discuss about sending troops fromlslanic countries to
Irag, we want the United Nations to play a central role (in lraq)," he
sai d.

He said the Iragi del egates participated actively in the discussions.

"We are very happy they are participating in a positive way," he added.

The Iragi delegation is led by the Iraqgi Governing Council's Foreign
M ni st er Hoshyar Zebari .

The new head of the US-backed council under the rotating | eadership,
lyad Allawi, will attend the Leaders' Summit to be chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.
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