17 OCT 2003
O C-Decl aration
O C LEADERS | SSUE PUTRAJAYA DECLARATI ON TO ENHANCE ORGANI SATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Leaders of the Organisation of Islanmc
Conference (O C) ended their sunmt here today with a 12-point plan of
action to enhance the organisation in neeting global challenges.

The plan of action is contained in the Putrajaya Declaration issued at
the close of 10th O C Summt chaired by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the Putrajaya Convention Centre here.

The decl aration was read out by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar.

The | eaders agreed to undertake a review and analysis of the OC
positions on international issues and draw up appropriate strategies to
strengthen their solidarity particularly at international fora.

They al so agreed to consider the proposal on the Col d-based Trade
Paynment Arrangenents (GTPA) as an alternative of trade settlenent anong the
57 menber countries with the viewto expandi ng trade and econonic
devel oprent .

Practical steps to pronpte trade and investnment woul d al so be taken
t hrough the sharing of database and establishing |inkages in financi al
servi ces, shipping and avi ati on anong nmenber countries.

This is to encourage market accessibility for the products of the
poorer countries of the AC.

The | eaders al so agreed to hold dial ogue with other cultures and
civilisations, including the West, and ot her international and regi ona
or gani sati ons.

This is to bring about enlightened noderation, mutual understandi ng and
i ncreased appreciation of Islamas a religion that pronotes peace and
har rony anong nmanki nd

The Troika of the OC Sumrmit and the Friends of the Chair will
represent the A Cin this dialogue.

The | eaders sai d di al ogue anong Muslins, particularly anong schol ars,
intellectuals, jurists and policy nakers and naki ng use of existing Islamc
institutions such as the Islam ¢ Figh Acadeny woul d al so be enhanced.

They said the Figh Acadeny and its CGeneral Secretariat should be
restructured and nmandated to exami ne all relevant issues under its terms of
reference that would contribute towards creating better understandi ng and
m ni m si ng di fferences anong the nenber nati ons.

On the revitalisation of the OC, the | eaders said the ongoing
conmpr ehensi ve review of the O C General Secretariat would be conpl eted by
t he current consultants.

This would be done with a viewto revanping its structure, nethodol ogy,
improving its financial and human resource requirenments, and ensuring a
nore focused, concise docunentation, in order to make it a nore effective,
ef ficient and responsive mechani smfor cooperation among nenber st ates.

The review, which will be considered by the Mnisters at the next
I sl am ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnisters, should al so | ook into issues
pertaining to the O C Charter, including the question of strategic globa
partnerships, they said.

Anot her significant action to be taken was to establish a Study G oup
to suggest ways in which Islanic education could contribute to enhancing
peace, understandi ng, tol erance, econonic devel opment and noder ni zati on,

i ncludi ng the advancenent of the role of wonen in econonic devel opnent.

They al so agreed on the need to undertake the devel opnment of Science



and Technol ogy anong nenber countries through regul ar conferences of Mislim
scientists, engineers, innovators and technol ogi sts for the purpose of
exchangi ng vi ews and research experiences.

A Special O C Fund and an appropriate system of awards for outstanding
achi evenents in the field of science and technol ogy woul d be established to
encourage their activities.

The | eaders said regular interactions and exchange of views and i deas
anong Muslimschol ars, businessnen, entrepreneurs, industrialists and
policy nmakers on inportant issues of concern to the Umah woul d al so be
undert aken.

This involved the fields of econom cs, business, research and
devel opnent, particularly in the context of the rapid process of
gl obal i sation and |i beralisation.

The | eaders al so agreed to establish programes to boost cooperation
anong rmenber countries in the use of Information and Comruni cati on
Technol ogy (I CT) for devel opnent based on the "smart partnership" principle
i n which Governnents, communities and the private sector would be fully
engaged.

Mermber countries woul d be encouraged to contribute voluntarily to the
proposed O C Digital Solidarity Fund.

The | eaders sai d existing mechani sns to assist O C Menber States
energi ng out of conflict would al so be inproved.

They al so agreed to take effective neasures to address issues
pertaining to the ecol ogy which was crucial to the survival of nankind.
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