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PUTRAJAYA, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- The sunmit of Islamic |eaders in
Mal aysi a has put the spotlight on real issues facing the world's 1.3
billion Muslins.

Aspirations and concerns of the Ummah were articul ately expressed in
the decl arations, resolutions and comuni ques at the end of the 10th
Organi sation of the Islam c Conference (OC) Sunmit on Friday.

Even before the neetings of O C senior officials began on Cct 11, it
was expected that the O C summit woul d go beyond perfunctory speeches and
political discussions.

Since Malaysia is admired in rmuch of the Islamic world for its
i ndustrialisation success, it was fitting that a conference of |eading
scientists fromthe O C countries preceded the sumit.

The Cct 7-10 science and technol ogy conference in Kuala Lunpur called
for substantial hike in spending on reserach and devel opnent in the Islamc
wor | d.

It urged the O C nmenbers to pool their resources and create a fund for
devel opi ng advanced i ndustrial technol ogi es.

Paki stan Presi dent General Pervez Miusharraf in an address to a business
forum the first such event held in conjunction with an O C sunmit, spoke
of poor econonic progress in nost Muslimcountries.

"The CDP (Gross Donestic Product) of the entire Ummah is roughly $1, 400
billion while that of Japan alone is $4,500 billion," Misharraf told the
forum which was attended by top business | eaders and a nunber of Islamc
heads of state.

The | eaders of the 57-nenber organi sation agreed that there was a need
to increase intra-O C trade and i nvest ment, exchange experti se and share
experience in various fields.

Possessing one-fifth of the world's total |and nass, 70 per cent of the
gl obal energy resources and accounting for 40 per cent of international raw
materi al exports, the OC s true devel opnental potential remains to be
expl oi t ed.

The agenda for progress should be based on the O Cunity, equality,
pro- busi ness policies and denocratic principles.

Mal aysi a has pledged that it will show | eadership on these issues and
seek co-operation of the nenber states.

"We commit ourselves and will together see through a new agenda for a
nore united MuslimUmmah and a nore structured progress of raising the
econom ¢ wel | -bei ng of nenber states,” Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said in his closing renarks.

One recurrent thene at the sunmmit was revitalisation and restructuring
of the AC

"It is vital that the OC General Secretariat establish a nechanismfor
fully inplementing the recommendations,” Dr Mahathir said.

| ndonesi a, lran, Ml aysia and Paki stan are anpbng the strongest
proponents of reforms at the O C so that the organisation could discard its
i mmge of a toothless tiger

The Putrajaya Declaration calls for special attention to be given to
sci ence and technol ogy, information and comuni cation technol ogies in the
I sl ami c worl d.

It calls for greater trade and econom c cooperation within the O C
al ong with novenent towards adopting the Malaysian initiative on gol d-based



trade paynent system

The declaration fully adheres to the summit's theme of "Know edge and
Morality for the Unity, Dignity and Progress of the Unmah."

The sunmit also heard calls for greater participation of people in the
affairs of the state.

In his opening speech Dr Mahathir said Miusliml eaders should not enjoy
power for thensel ves but make use of it judiciously, prudently and
concertedly for "our people, the Umeh and Islam"

On the last day of the sunmit, Iranian President Mhanmmad Khat ani
expressed simlar views, calling for the OC nenbers to practi se denocratic
principl es.

Israel and the Jew sh control of the Western world' s powerful countries
has energed as a real threat to many O C nenbers.

The O C resolutions condemmed Israeli nilitary occupation of
Pal estini an | ands and t hreats against Syria and Lebanon.

Enj oyi ng US and European patronage, the Jewi sh state is seen as the
singl e nost potential source of violence and conflict. That there is
sonet hi ng nafi a-1i ke about Zionism the ideol ogy behind the state of
| srael, becane apparent follow ng reactions in the US, Europe and Australia
to Dr Mahathir's speech in which he referred to the power w el ded by a few
mllion Jews in this world.

The criticismof the speech was due to Western nedia reports that
twi sted sel ected passages to make the Prine Mnister's address | ook |ike an
anti-Jew sh tirade rather than what it was -- a call to Muslins to gain
nmore influence in global affairs.

Gving vent to their propensity to sensationalismthose nedia groups
were forced to clinb aboard the petard of their own maki ng on Fri day.

They drew derision in the wider international nedia community and
severe rebukes fromlslanic | eaders.

The undue controversy, however, failed to take the sheen away fromthe
succeesful Islamc sumrit organised for the first tine in the Asia Pacific
regi on.

Mal aysi a's success in organi sing such a prestigi ous event won praise
and due acknow edgenent fromseveral O C | eaders.

Gai ns have been made in raising higher Malaysia' s standing in the
Islamic world, but fromnow on its | eadership would be put to test in
realising the prom ses made at Putraj aya.
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