02 OCT 2003
OCIT
O C SCI ENCE AND | T CONFERENCE TO DI SCUSS GLOBALI SATI ON CHALLENGES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Sonme 200 policy makers and i nformation
technol ogy experts from nmenber nations of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (OC) will attend the O C Science and IT conference to identify
policies and strategies to neet the challenges of globalisation in Islamc
countries.

To be held fromCct 7, the four-day conference will focus on science
and technol ogy policies and priorities, capacity building, strategies and
mechani smfor industrial and econom c devel opnent in Islamc countries

To date, 18 O C countries including Bangl adesh, Egypt, Jordan,

Paki st an, Senegal, Turkey, Tunisia, Kuwait, Lebanon, Sierra Leone and Libya
have confirmed their participants.

Conf erence organi sing conmittee chairman Datuk Dr Sal |l eh Mohd Noor,
enphasi sed that nore initiatives were needed to address the chal |l enges
posed by the accel erating pace of technol ogi cal advancenent and
gl obal i sati on.

"The therme of this year's conference is “facing the chall enges of
globalisation." We are living in a tine of rapid changes agai nst a backdrop
of increased gl obalisation."

"Such chal | enges have the potential for both opportunities as well as
ri sks. Success in neeting these challenges will depend largely on the
ability of menmber countries to shape and steer the denands of the new
environnent," he said in a statenent.

He said that achieving these goals would not be easy given the
weaknesses in science and technol ogy anong nenber countries.

"However, given the comrtment, conviction and a renewed spirit of
col | aboration, the Muslimworld can reclaimits past glory by crafting its
supremacy i n science and technol ogy," added Dr Sall eh.

Sone of the key speakers at this conference are Pakistan's Hi gher
Educati on Chai rman Prof Atta-Ur-Rahman and president of Saudi Arabia's King
Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technol ogy, Prof Sal eh Al -Athel.

At the end of the conference, the resolutions drawn up will be
presented to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and so will be
the concl usions fromthe brainstorm ng session of OC Foreign Mnsiters to
be held on Cct 13-14.

This brainstormng will provide input for the preparation of the
Putraj aya Decl aration, which will be released at the end of the O C sunmt

For nore stories on the OCIlog on to www. bernama. com/oic sunmt.
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