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Syed Ham d- Sunmmi t
O C SEC- GEN TO | NSPECT PREPARATIONS FOR O C SUMWM T

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Secretary-General of the
Organi sation of the Islam ¢ Conference (O C) Dr Abdel ouahed Bel keziz wil |
visit Ml aysia next Thursday to inspect preparations for the Islamc Summt
Conference to be held in Putrajaya in Cctober.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today that besides
having a discussion with him Bel keziz was al so schedul ed to neet Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi, on O C issues.

He al so disnmissed talk that the sunmt, to be held at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre, woul d be post poned.

"I have no indication that this neeting will be postponed,” he told
Bernama on the sidelines of the Umo general assenbly here.

On response fromthe OC nenbers to attend the summit, he said that at
his neeting with his counterparts in Tehran recently, all had said that
they | ooked forward to attending.

He said that the invitations would be issued after the Umo general
assenbl y today.

Several ministers would be appointed as special envoys to extend the
invitations on behal f of Dr Mahathir.

Syed Hami d al so said that Ml aysia had made thorough preparations to
discharge its duty to revanp the O C secretariat in Jeddah.

"If it's accepted at the summt, we will see howto nake the O C a
rel evant and effective body," he said.

He said that he discussed with Bel keziz the probl em of nmenbers not
payi ng up their subscription which had affected the O C s activities.

"I think we have to introduce certain procedures to coll ect
subscriptions and thus becone nore active," he added.

Syed Hanid said he proposed to introduce interactive sessions for
di scussions at the OC mnisterial |evel which he said would be nore
effective.

"W don't have to talk a lot. The inportant thing is that we nmake sure
that we have a plan that can be inplenented,” he said.

He said that this was nore neani ngful because the O C s respectability
was now bei ng chal | enged and derided by the big powers, whether
intentionally or otherwise, in an attenpt to weaken it as an organi sation.

"They don't care at all about the OC s views in any conflict involving
Muslinms and are instead nore interested in neeting certain countries and
hence the O Cis ignored," he said.

Syed Hanid said that Mal aysia was often critical of the OC not because
it disliked the organisation representing the Islamc nations but it nake
it nore repected.
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